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A WELCOME LETTER FROM CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS 
Dear Esteemed Guests and Colleagues, 

Welcome to the SAPA-GP @Philly Cell and Gene Therapy Conference 2024! We are thrilled to host you in the vibrant 
suburbs of Philadelphia for this pivotal event in the field of cell and gene therapy. 

Our mission at SAPA-GP is to foster knowledge exchange, professional growth, and networking opportunities for 
professionals across the pharmaceutical and biotechnology sectors. This year's conference builds upon the success of our 
inaugural event and promises to be a landmark gathering featuring a series of expert-led sessions, panel discussions, and 
networking opportunities designed to drive forward the field of cell and gene therapy. We are honored to have 
distinguished speakers, who will share expert insights and outlook for the industry. 

The past year has seen remarkable progress in cell and gene therapy. FDA approvals for groundbreaking therapies have 
soared, with notable examples such as Sarepta Therapeutics' gene therapy for Duchenne muscular dystrophy and 
BioMarin Pharmaceutical's Roctavian for hemophilia A. These approvals underscore the transformative potential of 
genetic disorder treatment. 

Furthermore, the global cell and gene therapy market is experiencing unprecedented growth, with projections indicating a 
market value of $13.8 billion by 2027, driven by a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 33.6%. 

Advances in CRISPR technology, next-generation sequencing, and manufacturing processes are revolutionizing the field. 
Intellia Therapeutics' in vivo CRISPR-based therapy, NTLA-2001, has demonstrated significant reductions in 
transthyretin protein levels in patients with transthyretin amyloidosis, marking a pivotal achievement in gene-editing 
therapies. 

SAPA-GP is committed to supporting the growth of cell and gene therapy through initiatives like our conference. We hope 
you find this event informative and inspiring, and we look forward to engaging discussions and collaborations. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the meeting organizers, sponsors, volunteers, and all individuals who have contributed 
their time, effort, and resources to make this conference possible. Your dedication and support are deeply appreciated. 

Thank you for joining us in Philadelphia, and we wish you a productive and enjoyable conference. 

 

Sincerely, 

SAPA-GP President Office 
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AGENDA    Friday, June 14th, 8:00 a.m.-5:15 p.m. 
 

8:00-8:45 a.m. Check in  

Plenary Session                                                                                                 Grand Ballroom 

8:45-9:00 a.m. Opening Remarks: Yufeng Li, Ph.D., President SAPA-GP 2024-25; 
Conference Co-Chair; Director, Clinical Scientist, Vivace 

9:00-9:45 a.m. Keynote speech: Advancing the Development of Novel Biologic 
Products 

 Peter Marks, M.D., Ph.D., Director, Center for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research, FDA  

9:45-10:05 a.m. Coffee Break and Networking 

10:05-11:35 a.m. Parallel Sessions 

Gene Therapy                                                                                                   Grand Ballroom   

Session 1: Navigating the Challenges in Gene Therapy 

Session chair: Lili Wang, Ph.D., Research Associate Professor Emeritus, Gene Therapy 
Program, University of Pennsylvania  

10:05-10:35 a.m. Immunogenicity to AAV Gene Therapy - Challenges and 
Advancements 

 Renuka Pillutla, Ph.D., SVP, Head of Development Sciences, Spark 
Therapeutics 

10:35-11:05 a.m. Integrated AAV Vector Genomes and the Future of Liver Gene 
Therapy  

 Jenny Greig, Ph.D., Executive Director of Gene Therapy Program, 
University of Pennsylvania 

11:05-11:35 a.m. Regulatory Considerations for Gene Therapy Development 

 
Sonali Patel, Pharm.D., Director of Regulatory Affairs, Spark 
Therapeutics 
 

Chemistry, Manufacturing and Controls (CMC)                                               Centennial  1 
Session 1: Standing on the Shoulder of Giants: Current CMC Strategy and Future 
Development Trends 
Session chair: Huize Yan, M.S., Process Development Scientist, Spark Therapeutics 

10:05-10:10 a.m. Track Lead Opening 

10:10-10:40 a.m. Leveraging the Power of an iPSC Platform to Produce NK and T 
Cells at Low Cost and High Volume 

 Gregory Russotti, Ph.D., CTO & CMO, Century Therapeutics 



10:40-11:10 a.m. Navigating the Challenges in Gene Therapy: Gene Therapy 
Overview, Challenges, and Future Prospective 

 
Kenneth Gene Yancey, Ph.D., Executive Director, Process Development 
& Manufacturing, Gene Therapy Program, University of Pennsylvania 

11:10-11:35 a.m. Panel Discussion 

 Morning speakers 

Business Track-1                                                                                                     Centennial 2 

Session 1: Maximizing Economic Incentives in Greater Philadelphia to Grow Biotech Startups 

Session chair: Bryan Tsao, Ph.D., Manager, Life Science & Healthcare Initiatives, 
Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia  

10:05-11:35 a.m. Panel Discussion and Q&A 

 

Panelists:  
• Melina Blees, Ph.D., Site Head, BioLabs Philadelphia 
• Rebecca Grant, DVM, Sr. Director, Life Sciences & Biotechnology 

Philadelphia Department of Commerce  
• Ian McLaughlin, Ph.D., VP of Government Affairs, BioNJ 
• Noah Olson, M.B.A., Director of Innovation, Delaware Prosperity 

Partnership 
 

Business Track-2                                                                                                     Centennial 3 
Session 1: Intellectual Property Protection and Licensing Strategies for Cell and Gene 
Therapy Companies 
Session chair: Steve Jannetta, Partners, Morgan Lewis, Philadelphia Office 

10:05-11:35 a.m. 

Panelists:  
• Lou Beardell, Partner, Morgan Lewis. Philadelphia Office 
• Laurie Burlingame, Partner, Morgan Lewis. Boston Office 
• Maurits Geerlings, President and CEO Nanocell Therapeutics, Inc. 
• Andrew Haupt, Partner, Morgan Lewis. Philadelphia Office 

 

11:35 a.m.-12:45 p.m.                 Lunch Break and Networking 

Lunchtime Session: CIC Lab+Innovation Campus   Malvern Room 

Session host Patricia Tsao, COO and Scientific Director, CytoEX Inc. 

11:45 a.m.-12:45 
p.m. 

The Importance of a Shared Community for Starting & Building 
Your Life Science Company  

 Kelly Sullivan, Ph.D., Director of Labs, CIC Lab+ Innovation Campus  



Plenary Session                                                                                                 Grand Ballroom 

12:45-12:55 p.m. 

Opening Remarks: Lu Wang, Ph.D., M.B.A., President-elect SAPA-GP; 
Conference Chair; Director, Downstream Development, Spark 
Therapeutics 
Jin Wen, Ph.D., Sr. Scientist, Analytical Development, Spark Therapeutics  

12:55-1:40 p.m. Keynote Speech: Accelerating the Cell Therapy Transformation 

 Jason Bock, Ph.D., CEO, Cell Therapy Manufacturing Center 

1:40-2:00 p.m. Coffee Break and Networking 

  

2:00-3:30 p.m. Parallel Sessions 

Gene Therapy                                                                                                          Centennial 1 
Session 2: From Rare to Common: Exploring the Evolution of Gene Therapy in Disease 
Treatment 
Session chair: Jingwen Niu, Ph.D., Principal Investigator, AlphaThera 

2:00-2:30 p.m.  Gene Therapy Targets for Diseases of the Visual System 

 Gareth Thomas, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Temple University Lewis 
Katz School of Medicine 

2:30-3:00 p.m.  Evolving Gene Therapy for Common Neurological Diseases 

 Lingzhi Zhao, Ph.D., VP, NeuShen Therapeutics 

3:00-3:30 p.m.  Panel Discussion 

 Session 2 speakers 
 

Chemistry, Manufacturing and Controls (CMC)                                         Grand Ballroom 

Session 2: From Source to Product: Advance Quality Control for CGT Manufacturing 

Session chair: Yu-Chih Hsu, Ph.D., Director of Bioassay Development and QC, Gene 
Therapy Program, University of Pennsylvania 

2:00-2:30 p.m. Spark Therapeutics Quality Control Strategies for: Reference 
Standard, External Partner Management & Operational Excellence 

 Tonya Hutchison, M.B.A, Sr. Director, Quality Control Operations, Spark 
Therapeutics 

2:30-3:00 p.m. Plasmids Sequence Purity and Analytical Considerations for rAAV 
Products 



 
Amy Gallagher, B.S., Principal Scientist Analytical & Quality Control, 
Spark Therapeutics 

3:00-3:30 p.m.  AAVone: One Plasmid AAV Production System Solves AAV 
Manufacture Bottleneck Problems 

 Daozhan Yu, Ph.D., President and CEO, AAVnerGene  

Business Track-1                                                                                                     Centennial 2  

Session 2: Hidden Traps: What Makes Investors Walk Away from Your Pitch?   

Session chair: Michele Washko, M.B.A., M.A., President & CEO, Life Sciences 
Greenhouse Investments 

2:00-3:30 p.m. Panel Discussion and Q&A  

 

Panelists:   
• Jason Butler, Ph.D., Managing Director, Director of Healthcare 

Research, Citizens JMP 
• David Kellman, BSE., Managing Director, Head of Healthcare 

Investment Banking, Citizens JMP 
• Patrick Lundgren, Ph.D., Investor, Hummingbird Ventures 
• Vikram Patra, M.B.A., Managing Director, Freedom Capital Markets 
• Enna Weng, M.B.A., Managing Director, Freedom Capital Markets 
• Brian Zhou, Ph.D., Associate Director, Lily Venture, Eli Lilly and 

Company 

Business Track-2                                                                                                     Centennial 3 
Session 2a: Navigating Talent Partnerships: Optimizing HR Outsourcing in the Evolving 
Cell & Gene Therapy Sector 
Session chair: Marcia Zaruba O'Connor, M.S., Founder and CEO, The O’Connor Group 

2:00-3:30 p.m. Panel Discussion and Q&A  

 
• Meghan Popoleo, VP of Growth, The O’Connor Group 
• Kim Bunting, Director of the Human Capital Consulting Practice, The 

O’Connor Group 

Business Track-2                                                                                                            Malvern 

Session 2b: Strategic Value Creation -Where Biotechnology Businesses Meet Project 
Management!! 
Session chair:  TBD  

2:00-3:00 p.m.  
 
Leena Pattarkine, Ph.D., Program Lead Biotechnology, Director Capital Area 
Biotechnology Partnership, Harrisburg University of Science and Technology  
 



Company Showcase                                                                                        Haverford Room 

Company Showcase: Qiagen 
Session chair:  Xinjun Zhang, Ph.D., Associate Principal Scientist, Merck  

2:00-3:30 p.m. 
 
Analysis of DNA Integrity and Stability Using Digital PCR  
-A Rapid Approach for Characterizing AAV Genome Integrity 

 Samir Afif, Ph.D., Sr. Account Manager Life Science, North America, 
Qiagen  

3:30-3:45 p.m. Coffee Break and Networking 

3:45-5:15 p.m. Parallel Sessions 

Gene Therapy                                                                                                          Centennial 1 
Session 3: The Future of Gene Therapy: Exploring Cutting-Edge Techniques and 
Boundless Potential  
Session chair: CJ (Chunjuan) Song, Ph.D., VP, ExegenesisBio  

3:45-4:15 p.m. Multiomic Sequencing in Characterization, Safety, and Quality 
Control of in vivo and ex vivo Cell and Gene Therapies 

 
Kirsten Copren, Ph.D., Director, Analytical Development, National 
Resilience, Inc. 

4:15-4:45 p.m. AI-driven Decision Making for Gene Therapy 

 Irene Rombel, Ph.D., M.B.A., CEO, President and Co-Founder, BioCurie  

4:45-5:15 p.m. Modified AAV5 Vectors: From Underperformer to Top Performer 

 Bin Xiao, Ph.D., M.D., Director of R&D, Askbio. Inc. 

Chemistry, Manufacturing and Controls (CMC)                                         Grand Ballroom 
Session 3:  From Process to Consequence: Enhancing Quality Assurance for Production 
Readiness and Approval 
Session chair: Long Geng, Ph.D., Sr. Scientist, Clinical Biomarker 

3:45-4:15 p.m.  Moving from Research Concept to Tangible Cell Therapy Asset for 
Clinical Evaluation: Critical CMC Learnings 

 Shyam Subramanian, Ph.D., Principal, Biosynth Solutions 

4:15-4:45 p.m. 
 

Overview and Progress of CAR-T Cell Therapy Manufacturing 
Development 

 
Kaiyuan Jiang, Ph.D., Associate Director, Cell Therapy Process 
Development, Johnson & Johnson Innovative Medicine 

4:45-5:15 p.m. Panel Discussion 

 Panelists: Afternoon speakers 



Business Track-1                                                                                                     Centennial 2 

Session 3: From Fundraising to Exit: How to Build a Startup’s Legal Armor 

Session chair: Sima Kulkarni, J.D., M.S., Special Counsel, Duane Morris LLP 

3:45-5:15 p.m. Panel Discussion 

 

Panelists:   
• Rebecca Guzman, J.D., Partner, Vice Chair of M&A Division, Duane 

Morris LLP 
• Wendy Pan, Ph.D., J.D., Partner, Goodwin Procter LLP 
• Aliya Sanders, J.D., M.P.H., Partner, Gunderson Dettmer 

 
Business Track-2                                                                                                     Centennial 3 

Session 3: Digitization of GMP Documentation: Operational Impact & Lessons Learned 

Session chair:  Matt Cabrey, Director, Ideas x Innovation Network (i2n) 

3:45-5:15 p.m. 
Panelists: 
• Patrick Denninger, CEO, CellPort Software 
• Robert Steinhagen, VP, Life Sciences Division, ABM Industries 

5:15-6:00 p.m. Reception 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Dinner (Invitation Only) 

Appreciation 
Speech Yufeng Li, Ph.D., SAPA-GP president (2024-25) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGENDA   Saturday, June 15th, 8:00 a.m.-5:45 p.m. 
 

8:00-8:45 a.m. Check in  

Plenary Session                                                                                                 Grand Ballroom 

8:45-8:50 a.m. 
Opening Remarks: Haichen Yang, M.D., M.B.A. Former President 
SAPA-GP 2022-23; Conference Advisory Committee Co-chair; VP, 
Clinical Research, Amicus Therapeutics 

8:50-9:35 a.m. Keynote speech: AAV Gene Tx for CNS Disorders 

 Guangping Gao, Ph.D., Professor and Director, Horae Gene Therapy 
Center, UMass Chan Medical School 

9:35-10:20 a.m. 

 
Keynote speech: Beyond “One Disease at a Time”:  Towards 
Therapeutic Platforms for the Treatment of Rare Monogenic Disease 
 

 
PJ Brooks, Ph.D., Deputy Director, Division of Rare Diseases Research 
Innovation National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences 
National Institutes of Health  

 
10:20-10:40 a.m. 

 
Coffee Break and Networking 

 
10:40 a.m. -12:10 p.m. Parallel Sessions 

Cell Therapy                                                                                                     Grand Ballroom  

Session 1:  Innovative Cell Therapy beyond CAR-T 

Session chair:  Shuai Dong, Ph.D., Sr. Manager, Quantitative Clinical Pharmacology, 
Sarepta Therapeutics 

10:40-11:10 a.m. TIL Immunotherapy for Solid Tumors 

 Hequn Yin, Ph.D., SVP & Head of Research, Iovance Biotherapeutics 

11:10-11:40 a.m. Discovery of a Multi-Engineered iPSC-Derived Cell Therapy Product 

 Michael Naso, Ph.D., SVP, Century Therapeutics 

11:40 a.m.-12:10 
p.m. The Progress and Challenge of Cell Therapy Targeting CNS Diseases 

 
Jing Fan, Ph.D., Founder, President & CEO, Hopstem Bio 
 

Clinical Development and Regulatory                                                                  Centennial 1 

Session 1: Unique Challenges of Clinical Development for Gene Therapy 

Session chair: Mitra Tavakkoli, M.D., Pharm.D., Independent Sr. Clinical Consultant 



10:40-11:10 a.m. Data-Sharing to Improve Safety and Efficiency in Gene Therapy 
Clinical Development 

 
Genevieve (Jenny) Laforet, M.D., Ph.D., SVP, Clinical Development, 
Aspa Therapeutics/BridgeBio Gene Therapy 
 

11:10-11:40 a.m. Placebo Control Arms in Rare Disease Clinical Trials: Main 
Considerations 

 Mitra Tavakkoli, M.D., Pharm.D, Independent Sr. Clinical Consultant 

11:40 a.m.-12:10 
p.m. 

Imlifidase as a Pre-treatment to Enable AAV based Gene Therapy in 
Patients with Antibodies Towards the Vector 
 

 
Lena Winstedt, Ph.D., Global Franchise Lead Gene Therapy, Hansa 
Biopharma AB 
 

RNA and Gene Editing Therapy                                                                           Centennial 3 

Session 1: The Next-Gen CRISPR and the Future of Gene Editing 

Session chair: Tao Niu, Ph.D., Director, Quantitative Clinical Pharmacology, Sarepta 
Therapeutics 

10:40-11:10 a.m. Next-Generation CRISPR Gene-Editing Technology for Drug 
Development 

 Alvin Luk, Ph.D., MBA., CCRA, Co-founder and CEO, HuidaGene 

11:10-11:40 a.m. An Innovative Technology for High Yield and More Stable CRISPR 
Guide RNA   

 
Xiulian Sun, Ph.D., CTO, uBriGene  
 

11:40 a.m.-12:10 
p.m.  Transform DMD through Base Editing Technology    

 Chunyan He, Ph.D., CEO, Suzhou GenAssist Therapeutic 

Business                                                                                                                   Centennial 2 
Session 1: Using Strategic Partnerships, Licensing, and Venture Financing to Get to 
Your Next Critical Value Inflection Point   
Session chair: Lisa Baskin, B.S., SVP of Scientific Real Estate, Scheer Partners 

10:40 a.m.-12:10 
p.m. 

Panelists: 
• Hugh Davis, Ph.D., CB&DO, President, Biosion USA, Inc. 
• Sean Fu, Ph.D., M.B.A., Operating Partner, ABio-X 
• Sunil Joshi, M.B.A., M.S., President, Strategius Consultants 
• Marian Nakada, Ph.D., VP of Venture Investments J&J Innovation-

JJDC  



• Heather Rose, Ph.D., J.D., VP of Technology Licensing and Start-ups, 
Thomas Jefferson University & Jefferson Health 

12:10-1:30 p.m.                  Lunch Break and Networking 

Lunchtime Session: AAVnerGene                                                                    Malvern Room 

Session host Ying Zhou, Ph.D., M.B.A., Analytical Program Steward, Teva 
Pharmaceuticals  

12:25-1:25 p.m. Capsid Engineering and Screening Platform Developed New AAV for 
Different Organs 

 Daozhan Yu, Ph.D., CEO, AAVnerGene  

Lunchtime Session: Finnegan Henderson                                                              Paoli Room  

Session host Hui Wang, Ph.D., Head of US Business Development, Genevoyager  

12:25-1:25 p.m. IP Considerations for Gene & Cell Therapy 

 Yieyie Yang, Ph.D., J.D., Partner, Finnegan Henderson 

Lunchtime Session: uBriGene.                                                                             Frazer Room  

Session host Haichen Nie, Ph.D., Associate Director, Teva Pharmaceuticals 

12:25-1:25 p.m. How Could CDMO and Technology Innovations make CGT 
Affordable?  

 Xiulian Sun, Ph.D., CTO, uBriGene  

 
1:30-3:00 p.m. Parallel Sessions 

Cell Therapy                                                                                                            Centennial 1 

Session 2:  Current Understanding and Management of Toxicities for Cell Therapy 

Session chair: Jake Dong, Ph.D., Scientist, Cell Therapy, Johnson & Johnson Innovative 
Medicine  

1:30-2:00 p.m. Hybrid CAR T Cells with Engineered Fuel Flexibility 

 
Roderick O’Connor, Ph.D., Research Assistant Professor, Perelman 
School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania  
 

2:00-2:30 p.m. 
Nonclinical Considerations for the Development of Chimeric Antigen 
Receptor (CAR) T Cell Products  
 

 
Gregory Conway, Ph.D., Pharmacology/Toxicology Reviewer, Office of 
Therapeutic Products, CBER, FDA 
 



2:30-3:00 p.m. Mitigation Strategies to Address Potential Genomic Safety Risks of 
Allogenic Cell Therapy  

 
Ilayaraja Muthuramu, Ph.D., Sr. Scientist, Johnson and Johnson 
 
 

Clinical Development and Regulatory                                                                  Centennial 2 

Session 2: Clinical & Regulatory Considerations for Cell Therapy in Hematology & 
Oncology 

Session chair: Yan Ni, Ph.D., Executive Director, Passage Bio 

1:30-2:00 p.m. Catch Me if You Can: Resistance to CART Immunotherapy 

 

Marco Ruella, M.D., Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of 
Hematology and Oncology and Center for Cellular Immunotherapies, 
University of Pennsylvania 
 

2:00-2:30 p.m. Comprehensive Clinical Pharmacology of Lisocabtagene Maraleucel 
for B-cell Malignancies 

 
Ken Ogasawara, Ph.D., MPH, Director Clinical Pharmacology and 
Pharmacometrics, Bristol Myers Squibb 
 

2:30-3:00 p.m. Clinical Pharmacology Considerations for CAR T Cell Therapy – a 
Regulatory Perspective 

 
Xiaofei Wang, Ph.D., Sr. Clinical Pharmacology Reviewer, Office of 
Therapeutic Products, CBER, FDA 
 

RNA and Gene Editing                                                                                          Centennial 3 
Session 2:  Bioanalytical, DMPK and Clinical Pharmacology Strategies for In Vivo 
Characterization of Nucleic Acid Therapy 
Session chair: Peixin Zhu, Ph.D., VP, Editing Development, Verve Therapeutics 

1:30-2:00 p.m. 
Characterizing ADME Properties of Lipid Nanoparticle (LNP) 
Encapsulated mRNA Therapeutic and Vaccine 
 

 
Wenying Jian, Ph.D., Director, Bioanalytical Discovery and Development 
Sciences, Johnson & Johnson Innovative Medicine 
 

2:00-2:30 p.m. A Bioanalytical Strategy for the Antisense Oligonucleotide 

 
Xinqun Irene Wu, M.S., Sr. Scientist, Clinical Pharmacology, 
Pharmacometrics, Disposition & Bioanalysis, Bristol Myers Squibb 
 

2:30-3:00 p.m. Predicting Clinical PK/PD and Impacts of Organ Impairment to 
Support Clinical Development of siRNA-based Therapeutics Using a 



Mechanistic Physiologically Based Pharmacokinetic and 
Pharmacodynamic (PBPK-PD) Platform Model  

 
Annie Lumen, Ph.D., Scientific Associate Director, Clinical 
Pharmacology Modeling and Simulation, Amgen 
 

Business                                                                                                                  Frazer Room 
Session 2: From the Bench to the Board Room: Navigating the World of 
Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Corporate Venture Capital in the Biotech Industry 
Session chair:  Bill Lu, M.B.A., Principal Consultant, Forerun Advantage 

1:30-2:30 p.m. Speaker: 
Marian Nakada, Ph.D., VP of Venture Investments J&J Innovation-JJDC 

3:00-3:15 p.m. Coffee Break and Networking 

3:15-4:45 p.m. Parallel Sessions 

Clinical Development and Regulatory                                                                  Centennial 2 

Session 3: TBD 

Session chair: Tao Niu, Ph.D., Director, Quantitative Clinical Pharmacology, Sarepta 
Therapeutics   

3:15-3:45 p.m. 
Considerations for Immunogenicity Assessment in AAV-based (in-
vivo) Gene Therapy (GTx) Development 
 

 
Emmanuel Adu-Gyamfi, Ph.D., Director, Global Regulatory Sciences 
(Gene and Cell Therapy), Bristol Myers Squibb 

3:45-4:15 p.m. Title: TBD 

 Yingjie (Jason) Huang, M.D., CMO, XlifeSc Ltd.  

4:15-4:45 p.m. Comparison of Assay Performance Between Quantitative qPCR and 
a Nanoplate Based dPCR for use in Biodistribution Studies 

 Yanchun Li, Ph.D., Sr. Scientist, Johnson & Johnson 

Business                                                                                                             Grand Ballroom 

Session 3: Talk-To-An-Investor 

Session chair:  Austin Duke, Ph.D., Managing Director, BroadOak                                                                          

2:40-4:45 p.m. 

Investor/advisors:  
• Austin Duke, Ph.D., Managing Director, BroadOak  
• James Fendrick, B.S., President & CEO, Rockland Immunochemicals 
• Glenn Gaddy, Ph.D., Managing Member, Robin Hood Ventures 
• Paul Hoerbelt, Ph.D., Director, Biotechnologies, Research 

Corporation Technologies 



• Gregory Jackson, EVP, Life Science Greenhouse Investments  
• Rick Jones, M.D., M.B.A., Partner, BioAdvance 
• Steve Manobianco, M.B.A., Managing Director, PSG Life Sciences  
• Bryan Poltilove, M.B.A., Consultant, BroadOak Capital Partners 
• Heather Steinman, Ph.D., M.B.A., SVP, Business Development & 

Executive Director, Technology Transfer at The Wistar Institute 
 

World Cafe Chat - Networking, Q&A 
4:45-4:50 p.m. Concluding Remarks and Raffle Draw 

4:50-5:45 p.m. Reception 
 



CONFERENCE ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
Leadership Team 

Program Director and Chair Lu Wang 

Conference Co-Chair Yufeng Li, Yang Yuan 

Program Co-Director Tao Niu, Saisi Xue, Fang Shen 

 
Advisory Co-Chair 

Haichen Yang Jing Yang 

Advisory Committee 
David Chang Jim Fendrick Frederick (Rick) Jones 

 
Operating Committee Name 
Marketing/Communication  Namila FNU, Patricia Tsao 

Project Management  Jin Wen, Shuo Huang 

IT/Website  Ruixi Wang, Dian He, Ronghui Zhou 

Logistics  Sherry Wang, Yifan Gong 

Business Development  Hui Wang 

Public Relations Bill Lu 

Engagement and Outreach Haichen Nie 

 

Track Leads Name 

Gene Therapy  Chunjuan (CJ) Song, Yixuan Ming 

Cell Therapy Tao Niu, Vibha Jawa, Shuai Dong 

CMC Huize Yan, Jin Wen, Long Geng 

Clinical & Regulatory  Tao Niu, Mitra Tavakkoli 

RNA Therapy  Tao Niu 

Business Fang Shen, Bill Lu, Jing Yang, Lisa Berger Baskin 

Company Showcase/Lunchtime Sessions Hui Wang 

Session Chairs and Hosts 
Austin Duke Bryan Tsao Guangyu Dong Jingwen Niu Lili Wang Marcia Zaruba O’Connor 

Matt Cabrey Michele Washko Mitra Tavakkoli Peixin Zhu Sima Kulkarni Steve Jannetta 

Ying Zhou Yu-Chih Hsu Xinjun Zhang Zhiyi Cui   

Volunteers 
Alan Zhou Allison Tang Celina Zhang Chao Li Chunying Song Derui Huang 

Elyssa Yang Fei Meng Hailey Deng James Huang Jialie Luo Jingwen Niu 

Jiong Wang Kaixuan Liu Keman Xu Li Chen Melinda He Qiang Wang 

Rufei Tang Ruyu Shi Sarah Weng Sarah Xue Serena Dong Selina Chen 

Shihao Fang Si Ouyang Sophie Johnson Tianying Jiang Tracy Chen Vivian Peng 

Xiaomei Wang Xiaoting Ma Yan Ni Yifang Wang Youjie Xu Zak Huang 

Zoe Zhang      

 



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS DAY ONE
Peter Marks, Ph.D., M.D.
Director
Center for Biologics Evaluation
and Research, FDA

PeterMarks received his graduate degree in cell andmolec-
ular biology and his medical degree at New York Univer-
sity and completed Internal Medicine residency and Hema-
tology/Medical Oncology training at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital inBoston. Hehasworked in academic settings teach-
ing and caring for patients and in industry on drug devel-
opment and is an author or co-author of over ��� publica-
tions. He joined the FDA in ���� as Deputy Center Direc-
tor for CBER and became Center Director in ����. Over
the past several years he has been integrally involved in the re-
sponse to various public health emergencies, and in ���� he
was elected a member of the National Academy ofMedicine.

Jason Bock, Ph.D.
CEO
CTMC

Jason Bock, PhD, is CEO of CTMC, a joint venture be-
tween Resilience +MDAnderson Cancer Center. Formed in
May ���� to accelerate patient access to impactful cell thera-
pies by bridging cell therapy development andmanufacturing
with MD Anderson’s clinical trial capabilities. In ����, Jason
was recruited by MD Anderson from Teva Pharmaceuticals
to build the Biologics Development group. The group pur-
chased a��,���SF facility in theTexasMedicalCenter andhas
since formed multiple partnerships with both MD Anderson
faculty and early-stage biotech �rms to bring their products
through the IND process. Previously, Jason was Site Head
and VP of Global CMC Biologics in the Specialty R&D Di-
vision of Teva Pharmaceuticals. He joined Teva through the
acquisition of CoGenesys, a private biotech �rm as a spino�
from Human Genome Sciences (HGS), where he worked af-
ter completing a PhD at Stanford University in Molecular &
Cellular Physiology.



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS DAY TWO
Guangping Gao, Ph.D.
Professor &Director, Horae
Gene Therapy Center
UMass ChanMedical School

Guangping Gao, PhD is the Director, Li Weibo Insti-
tute for Rare Diseases Research, Director, Horae Gene Ther-
apy Center and Viral Vector Core, Professor of Microbiol-
ogy and Physiological Systems, Penelope BoothRockwell Pro-
fessor in Biomedical Research, UMass Chan Medical School;
Elected fellows, both the US National Academy of Inven-
torsn(NAI) and American Academy of Microbiology; Past
president, American Society of Gene and Cell Therapy.

Dr. Gao is an internationally recognized gene therapy re-
searcher who has played a key role in the discovery and char-
acterization of new family of adeno-associated virus (AAV)
serotypes, which was instrumental in reviving the gene ther-
apy �eld, hugely impacting many currently untreatable hu-
man diseases. For ��+ years of his scienti�c research career,
Dr. Gao has primarily focused on molecular genetics and vi-
ral vector gene therapy of rare genetic diseases, encompassing
disease gene cloning, causative mutation identi�cation, path-
omechanism investigation, animal modeling, novel viral vec-
tor discovery and engineering for in vivo gene delivery, vector
biology, preclinical and clinical gene therapy product develop-
ment, viral vector manufacturing for preclinical and clinical
gene therapy applications as well as technology platforms de-
velopment as novel approaches for human gene therapy. Dr.
Gaohas published ��� researchpapers, �book chapters, and �
edited books. Dr. Gao holds ��� patents with ���more patent
applications pending. He serves as Executive Editor-In- Chief
of Human Gene Therapy and Senior Editor of the Gene and
Cell Therapy Book Series. He also serves on Editorial Boards
of several major gene therapy and virology journals, NIIMBL
Viral Vector Steering Committee and NIH Study Sections.
Dr. Gao has been ranked as the World Top �� Translational
Researchers for several years in a row by Nature Biotechnol-
ogy. Dr. Gao is a cofounder for several gene therapy compa-
nies.

Philip J. Brooks, Ph.D.
Deputy Director
Division of Rare Diseases Re-
search Innovation, National
Center for Advancing Trans-
lational Sciences, National
Institutes of Health

Philip J. (P.J.) Brooks is the deputy director of NCATS’
Division of Rare Diseases Research Innovation. He also is the
working group co-coordinator for the NIH Common Fund
program on Somatic Cell Genome Editing, one of the lead-
ers of the Platform Vector Gene Therapy (PaVe-GT) pilot
project and the co-chair of the Bespoke Gene Therapy Con-
sortium(link is external). He also representsNCATS in the In-
ternational Rare Diseases Research Consortium (IRDiRC).
In May ����, Brooks was selected as the recipient of the ����
Sonia Skarlatos Public Service Award(link is external) by the
American Society of Gene & Cell Therapy for consistently
fostering and enhancing the �eld of gene and cell therapy.
Brooks received his doctorate in neurobiology from The Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. After completing a
postdoctoral fellowship at The Rockefeller University, he be-
came an investigator in the NIH intramural program, where
he developed an internationally recognized research program
focused on two distinct areas: the molecular basis of alcohol-
related cancer, and rare neurologic diseases resulting from
defective DNA repair, including xeroderma pigmentosum,
Cockayne syndrome and Fanconi anemia.



SPEAKERS
Emmanuel Adu-Gyam�,
Ph.D.
Director, Global Regulatory Sci-
ences (Gene and Cell Therapy)
Bristol Myers Squibb

Emmanuel Adu-Gyam� is a trained virologist with a PhD
in Molecular Virology and Biochemistry from the University
of Notre Dame (Indiana). He conducted his post-doctoral
research under the mentorship of Dr Robert Lamb, at the
Howard Hughes Medical Institutes, Northwestern Univer-
sity. His academic research interest primarily focused on vi-
ral replication, assembly, and the application of recombinant
or engineered viral vectors in Gene and Cell Therapy. Em-
manuel’s career path has spanned both industry and govern-
ment service. Heworked as a Senior Scientist inCell andGene
therapy at P�zer Inc, were he led the company’s platform tech-
nology development for gene and cell therapy products. He
later transitioned to work at the FDA as a regulatory chem-
istry, manufacturing, and controls (CMC) reviewer for gene
and cell therapies at theO�ce ofTherapeutic Product (OTP),
Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research, CBER/FDA.
As an expertCMCreviewer, Emmanuelwas involved in the re-
view and approval of several commercial gene and cell therapy
products andhelped shape regulatory guidance andpolicy. He
also championed and chaired multiple intra and inter Agency
Working Groups while at the FDA. At present, he serves as
the Director of Global Regulatory Sciences for Gene and Cell
Therapy at Bristol Myers Squib (BMS) company, where he
oversees various aspects of regulatory CMC activities includ-
ing global submissions, guidance and policy.

Samir A�f, Ph.D.
Senior AccountManager, Life
Science
QIAGEN

Dr. Samir A�f earned his PhD inMolecular Biology from
the University of Southern California in ����. Transitioning
from academia, he has devoted himself to connecting scien-
tists with the tools necessary for making the groundbreaking
and crucial discoveries needed to advance public health and
scienti�c knowledge.

Louis W. Beardell Jr., J.D.,
M.S.
Partner
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Louis W. Beardell Jr. focuses his practice on intellectual
property (IP) matters in connection with patent strategies, IP
due diligence, litigation, and transactions. He assists clients
in developing and implementing programs that protect prod-
ucts and inventions including trade secrets, particularly in the
life sciences, technology, and �nancial services �elds. For US
and international clients, Louis negotiates and prepares the IP
aspects of licensing and purchase agreements, as well as agree-
ments relating to product and service supply, collaboration,
research, consulting, patent litigation settlement, andmaterial
transfer.

Louis counsels on all matters related to patent strategies,
patent validity, patent due diligence, and freedom-to-operate
opinions. His clients include an array of US and international
companies inpharmaceuticals, chemicals, biotechnology, agri-
cultural science, medical devices, and food science as well as
major venture capital funds.

As companies evolve and modernize the way they oper-
ate, Louis ensures that they are able to establish exclusive po-
sitions to protect how they do business through procuring
business method patents, as well as evaluating patent valid-
ity and freedom-to-operate positions for computer and busi-
ness method inventions. His ability to prosecute patents and
handle important trade secrets allows him to counsel clients
through the creation of a diverse assortment of IP programs.

Louis frequently lectures to academic institutions and
professional organizations on a variety of IP topics. He has
been hosted by US and international IP and business associ-
ations, as well as top law schools and business school IP and
entrepreneur classes.

Melina Blees, Ph.D.
Site Head
BioLabs Philadelphia

Melina has a BA fromCarletonCollege inMinnesota and
anMS andPhD inPhysics fromCornellUniversity, where her



dissertation focused on using paper arts techniques to build
nanoscale moving parts. She went on to a program-building
postdoc at the University of Chicago, then worked as Direc-
tor of Innovation for a startup consulting company. She was
thrilled to come home to science as part of the international
BioLabs network in ����. Alongside the expert BioLabs Philly
team, Melina launched the original Philadelphia site, the Bio-
Labs graduate suites, external services projects, and the Bio-
Labs incubator at the Curtis in Center City Philadelphia. She
has had the privilege of working closely with many of the best
biotech companies in the city, and is passionate about helping
them move swiftly towards the clinic and stay connected to
their peers and ecosystem resources. She is proud to have been
recently voted Ecosystem Builder of the Year in the BioBuzz
Annual Awards.

Kimberly Bunting, M.B.A.
Director, Human Capital Prac-
tice
The O’Connor Group

Kim comes with an over �� year career in Human Re-
sources. Her passion lies in fostering a culture of excellence,
collaboration, and inclusion, and aligning HR strategy with
business objectives and values. She is especially adept at navi-
gating and leading change management initiatives.

With comprehensive expertise in bene�ts and compensa-
tion, recruitment, HRmanagement, HRIS oversight, and or-
ganizational development, she brings a wealth of knowledge
and experience to the table. She has led people and culture
initiatives across diverse sectors, including technology, higher
education, �nancial services and retail and in not for pro�t
and for-pro�t organizations. Her specialties include talent ac-
quisition, process improvement, project management, dash-
board development, employee engagement, succession plan-
ning, and leadership development. She has built HR func-
tions from scratch for organizations experiencing unprece-
dented growth and she has a keen focus on talentmanagement
and inclusion and diversity.

Kim joined the consulting ranks in ���� and has beenwith
The O’Connor Group since ����. She heads up the Human
Capital team and serves as a fractional CHRO and executive
coach to her clients. Kim, a former Division � athlete and
coach, lives in South Jersey with her husband Jake, her twins
Emma and Lily who attendUniversity of SouthernCalifornia
and play lacrosse, and her sonWilliam, who will be a junior at
Lenape High School in Mount Laurel, NJ.

Laurie Burlingame, J.D.,
M.B.A.
Partner
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Laurie A. Burlingame has a diverse practice representing
clients on a broad spectrum of transactions in the life sci-
ences and technology industries, including initial and follow-
onpublic o�erings, venture capital�nancings, de-SPACtrans-
actions, and mergers and acquisitions (M&A). She regularly
serves as outside general counsel to clients, advising man-
agement teams and boards of directors on a variety of mat-
ters throughout the lifecycles of various companies, including
formation and founder issues, licensing transactions, strate-
gic collaborations, commercial transactions, corporate gover-
nance, disclosure requirements, and other general corporate
matters.

Laurie’s clients include pharmaceutical, medical device,
diagnostics, biological materials and tools, and technology
companies. She also represents life sciences–focused venture
capital �rms in connection with their portfolio company in-
vestments.

Laurie is active in several nonpro�t organizations, serving
on the boards of directors for the Massachusetts chapter of
the Association forWomen in Science, SittersWithout Schol-
ars, and Families for Depression Awareness. In addition, she
is a mentor and speaker for various university and incubator
programs and maintains membership in local technology and
medical associations.

Jason N. Butler, Ph.D.
Managing Director
Citizens JMP

Jason Butler is a Managing Director and equity research
analyst focusing on the biotechnology and biopharmaceu-
tical industries. Additionally, Jason serves as Director of
Healthcare Research, overseeing JMP’s research coverage of
the broader life sciences industry. Jason has followed the
biotechnology sector as an equity analyst for nearly �� years.
Prior to joining JMP Securities, he served as a senior associate
equity analyst at Rodman & Renshaw covering biotechnol-
ogy companies focused on therapies for metabolic and infec-
tious diseases. Jason won recognition in the ���� Re�nitiv
StarMineAnalyst Awards, ranking �rst in earnings estimation



in the Pharmaceuticals category. Jason holds a PhD in neuro-
science and a Bachelor’s degree in biology from Imperial Col-
lege London.

Gregory Conway, Ph.D.
Pharmacology/Toxicology Re-
viewer
FDA

Dr. Gregory Conway is a Pharmacology/Toxicology Re-
viewer in the O�ce of Pharmacology and Toxicology (OPT),
O�ce ofTherapeuticProducts (OTP) inFDA’sCenter forBi-
ologic Evaluation and Research (CBER). Prior to joining the
FDA in ����, Dr. Conway worked as a Scientist in the Man-
ufacturing Science and Technology Department at Ameri-
can Type Culture Collection (ATCC). Dr. Conway com-
pleted post-doctoral training at Fox Chase Cancer Center in
Philadelphia where he was a NIH T�� trainee in Cancer Biol-
ogy. Dr. Conway received a BA in Biochemistry and Molec-
ular Biology from Boston University, a MA in Pharmacology
and Toxicology from SUNY Bu�alo, and a PhD in Molecu-
larMedicine from the University ofMaryland, Baltimore. He
has prior research experience in ovarian cancer, homologous
recombination, protease biology, and stem cell biology.

Kirsten Copren, Ph.D.
Director, Analytical Develop-
ment
National Resilience, Inc.

As a seasoned leader in translational genetics and applied
genome science, I’ve held pivotal roles throughout my career.
Currently, I contribute to the advancement of the biomanu-
facturing industry at National Resilience, where I lead molec-
ular analytical development for novel characterization and re-
lease assays focused on cell and gene therapy (CGT) products.
Leveraging multiomic single-cell sequencing technologies, I
drive innovation in this�eld. Mypassion is increasing access to
lifesaving livingmedicines to patients with a high unmet need.
I have specialized in rare genetic diseases including metastatic
cancer, hematological malignancies, and autoimmune disor-
ders.

Before my current position, I served as the Director of
Nucleic AcidTechnologies at theUniversity of Pennsylvania’s
Gene Therapy Program. There, I developed cutting-edge se-
quencing assays for pre-clinical in vivo AAV studies, includ-

ing single cell transcriptomics, o�-target detection, and long
read sequencing. My journey to Penn followed the successful
launch of my �rst commercial product—a diagnostic test for
the microbiome in the veterinary market for the start-up Ani-
malBiome. Myproduct enabled a $��Msuccessful seed round.

My post-graduate career began in laboratory medicine as
the Technical Director of the Genome Analysis Core at the
University ofCalifornia San Francisco’s ComprehensiveCan-
cer Center. In that role, I played a crucial part in advanc-
ing cancer diagnostics and biomarkers through innovative ap-
proaches and fruitful industry partnerships.

The tidal wave of sequencing technologies is coming to
biomanufacturing analytics. National Resilience has chosen
to lead the change. We are developing novel quality control
assays using bulk and single cell sequencing to replace com-
pendial assays. Combining multiple tests in a single assay will
decrease vein-to-vein time, cost, and laborwhile also providing
clinically relevant product characterization data. Come learn
if our leading innovations in quality control and technology
development might bene�t your gene modi�ed cell therapy
product development from early phase to clinical trials.

HughM. Davis, Ph.D.
CB&DO, President
Biosion, Inc.

Dr. Davis is currently the Chief Business & Develop-
ment O�cer of Biosion, Inc. and President of Biosion USA,
Inc. In these roles, Hugh has been instrumental in creating
multiple partnerships for key therapeutic assetswithUS-based
public companies and has built the development organization
for Biosion including Preclinical and Translational Sciences,
Clinical, Regulatory and Quality functions. Through this ef-
fort Biosion has advanced programs in Immunology and On-
cology into the clinic, including phase � development of an
anti-TSLP mAb for moderate to severe atopic dermatitis and
asthma.

Dr. Davis has a ��+ year career in the discovery and de-
velopment of novel therapeutics at major pharmaceutical and
biotechnology companies, including �� years at Johnson &
Johnson. Hugh is an expert in the early development of in-
novative biologics, from asset discovery and characterization
through IND and BLA regulatory submissions across the
world, including theUS,China, EU and Japan. Togetherwith
his team, Dr. Davis was instrumental in the development and
approval of many biologic therapies at J&J including Remi-
cade, Stelara, Simponi, Sylvant, Darzalex and Tremfya.

Hugh was the Vice President and Head of the Biolog-



ics Development Sciences department in Janssen Biothera-
peutics (JBIO), leading a group of up to ���+ scientists in
the biophysical characterization of discovery assets, transla-
tional methods to characterize leads, employ modeling and
simulation to determine starting doses for �rst-in-human tri-
als and develop novel clinical trial designs to achieve early clin-
ical POC assessment of novel therapeutics. In addition, while
in JBIO at Johnson & Johnson, Hugh was also the China Bi-
ologics Leader.

Dr. Davis holds a Ph.D. degree in Biochemistry from
Villanova University and completed post-doctoral training at
Centocor, Inc. where he patented the characterization of the
tumor biomarker for ovarian cancer, CA���.

Patrick M. Denninger, B.S.
CEO
CellPort Software

Patrick M. Dentinger is a leading entrepreneur and exec-
utive in the life sciences and biotechnology sectors. Since Jan-
uary ����, he has served as the Founder and CEO of Cell-
Port Software, LLC, focusing on cloud-based cell processing
platforms for life-science applications. Previously, Patrick co-
founded Absorption Systems LP in ����, with co-founder
Dr. Ismael Hidalgo, and served as President and CEO un-
til November ����. Absorption pioneered the �rst validated,
cell-based assay for bioequivalence testing, enabling generic
drug approvals without human trials. This innovation es-
tablished Absorption Systems as a global leader in Biowaiver
testing. Absorption also developed the �rst cell-based po-
tency assay for allogeneic gene therapy release testing in the
U.S. and created cell-based, IND-enabling drug transporter
models. Patrick’s visionary leadership and strategic expertise
have driven signi�cant advancements in cell-based technolo-
gies. He holds a B.S. in Pharmacology from the University of
California, Santa Barbara, underpinning his successful career
in biotechnology.

Jing Fan, Ph.D.
Founder & CEO
Hopstem Biotechnology

Dr. Jing Fan received her bachelor ‘s degree at PekingUni-
versity, Ph.D inNeuroscience atUBC, andpostdoctoral train-

ing at Johns Hopkins University. She has been elected as one
of the ’��Global Innovative talents of Chinese entrepreneurs’
in ����, the ���� Forbes list “TOP��Women in Science and
Technology in China”, the “Outstanding founder in biotech-
nology industry of ����” BioCon Award, etc. Dr. Jing Fan
has more than �� years of experience in the �elds of pluripo-
tent stem cell and neural di�erentiation, CNS diseases and
drug discovery. She has published more than �� academic pa-
pers and book chapters on top journals and led the Mary-
land Stem Cell Foundation project, and participated in ma-
jor R&D projects such as NIH, Helis Foundation, etc. Since
����, she has founded Hopstem, led the team to establish
advanced CMC and development platform for iPSC-derived
neural cell therapy products and raised more than ��million
USD.The global�rst-in-class human forebrainneural progen-
itor cell injection hNPC�� received IND clearance from FDA
in ���� and is undergoing a registered phase I clinical trial tar-
geting chronic ischemic stroke in China.

Glen Gaddy, Ph.D.
ManagingMember
Robin Hood Ventures

GlenGaddyhas experience in technology, life sciences, ad-
vanced materials, real estate, consumer product development
and venture funding. He has been an active angel investor
since ����, funding technology, life sciences, real estate, day
care and business services ventures. His prior experience in-
cludes heading a research and development laboratory for a
leading buildingmaterials company, leading real estate services
for the world’s largest consulting engineering �rm and run-
ning a closely held real estate investment company. He has
published in professional journals and has served as the Prin-
cipal Investigator on over $�M of government research pro-
grams. He is an active reviewer of applied research grant appli-
cations in both theUnited States and abroad, an active speaker
on startups and early-stage funding, and the reviewer of nu-
merous business plans each year. He holds a Ph.D., M.S.E
and B.S. inMaterials Science and Engineering from the Johns
Hopkins University.



Amy Gallagher, B.S.
Principal Scientist, Analytical
& Quality Control
Spark Therapeutics

Amy Gallagher received her BS in Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology from UC Santa Cruz and has more than
�� years of analytical experience across multiple modalities in-
cluding vaccines, proteins, and nucleic acids. Amy joined
Spark Therapeutics in ���� and is currently a Principal Scien-
tist in the Analytical Program Development & Management
group where she supports multiple rAAV gene therapy pro-
grams. In this role she works closely with the CMC teams and
analytical subject matter experts to develop and drive analyti-
cal strategy across the portfolio.

Maurits Geerlings, M.D.
President & CEO
Nanocell Therapeutics, Inc.

Dr. Geerlings is an experienced executive and serial en-
trepreneur who has co-founded and led multiple successful
biotech companies . In ����, he co-founded Actinium Phar-
maceuticals Inc., a company listed on the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE: ATNM). In ����, he established Formula
Pharmaceuticals Inc., which was subsequently sold in ����.
In ����, he co-foundedMirata Pharmaceuticals and launched
NanoCellTherapeutics in ����, both companies securing ven-
ture capital funding.

Dr. Geerlings played a key role as the Executive Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Operating O�cer in Actinium Pharmaceu-
ticals Inc., From ���� to ����, he has been actively involved
in business development for Alexion Pharmaceuticals Inc.,
Cephalon, Inc., Prism Pharmaceuticals, and In�nity Pharma-
ceuticals.

Throughout his career, he has successfully navigated
complex negotiations and spearheaded strategic partnerships.
With extensive expertise in deal making, Dr. Geerlings has es-
tablished alliances through out-licensing, in-licensing, M&A,
plus co-development initiatives, spanning both domestic and
international markets, including the USA and Europe.

Rebecca L. Grant, DVM
Director, Life Sciences &
Biotechnology
City of Philadelphia

Rebecca L Grant, DVM, Director, Life Sciences and
Biotechnology Rebecca attended Tuskegee University where
she obtained her undergraduate and doctorate degrees. Af-
ter graduating she practiced clinical veterinary medicine in
Knoxville, Tennessee. Looking for a change in her career path,
Rebecca came to Pennsylvania to complete a post-doctoral fel-
lowship in Laboratory Animal Medicine at the R.W. Johnson
Pharmaceutical Research Institute (Johnson & Johnson). Af-
ter her fellowship she accepted a position in Dr Jim Wilson’s
Gene Therapy Program, as Director of the Nonhuman Pri-
mate Research Program. After almost �� years at Upenn Re-
becca decided to ful�ll her desire to teach lower school for a
few years. Missing the world of research, she accepted a posi-
tionmanaging a bioengineering laboratory for Dr SusanMar-
gulies at Emory University and GATech. In GA Rebecca es-
tablished the laboratories forDrMargulies andhelpeddevelop
and perform studies looking at mild traumatic brain injury
in youth. Wanting to return to Philadelphia, Rebecca moved
back where she managed programs for Charles River Labora-
tories, then Cambridge Innovation Centers (CIC) before ac-
cepting a position asDirector of Life Sciences andBiotechnol-
ogy with the City of Philadelphia.

Jenny A. Greig, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Gene Ther-
apy Program
University of Pennsylvania

Jenny Greig has a Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Pharma-
cology and a Ph.D. in Gene Therapeutics from the University
of Glasgow in Scotland. Jenny joined the University of Penn-
sylvania’s Gene Therapy Program (GTP) in ���� as a post-
doctoral researcher investigating muscle and liver transduc-
tionwith gene therapy vectors. In her current role at GTP, she
leads multiple therapeutic area groups focused on gene edit-
ing, oncology, and capsid engineering.



Rebecca Guzman, J.D.
Partner & Vice Chair, M&A
Division
DuaneMorris LLP

Rebecca Guzman is a corporate transactional partner at
the law �rm of Duane Morris LLP. She focuses on the rep-
resentation of start-up and emerging growth companies with
a focus on life science. Her practice spans the entire corpo-
rate lifecycle, from formation through liquidity. In addition
to her company client counsel, Rebecca represents a number
of prominent venture capital funds and institutional investors
in their �nancing activities. Rebecca is broadly experienced in
M&Aand currently serves as a vice chair of theM&ADivision
of the �rm. She also has extensive experience and regularly ad-
vises in all areas of Delaware corporate and alternative entity
law. Rebecca was named to Best of the Bar by the Philadelphia
Business Journal, a Most E�ective Deal Maker by the Legal
Intelligencer and named to the Delaware Business Times’ ��
under ��, an annual list that recognizes the best young profes-
sionals under the age of �� in the State of Delaware. Rebecca
is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, School
of Law, where she won the Prosser Prize in Negotiations, and
a graduate, with highest honors, of Lehigh University, where
she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. Before law school, Rebecca
was a Fulbright Scholar in Jakarta, Indonesia

AndrewHaupt, J.D.
Partner
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Andrew Haupt represents emerging to multinational life
sciences companies in all aspects of their legal a�airs, in-
cluding complex license, collaboration and other partnering
agreements, mergers and acquisitions, venture capital �nanc-
ings, and other �nancial and commercial transactions. His
clients include pharmaceutical, biotech, vaccine, medical de-
vice, technology, and emerging growth companies as well as
private equity�rms. Prior toprivate practice,Andrewwas cor-
porate counsel to a publicly traded biopharmaceutical com-
pany.

Chunyan He, Ph.D.
CEO
Suzhou GenAssist Therapeu-
tics Co., Ltd

Dr. Chunyan He has received her Ph.D degree in Im-
munology in Shanghai Jiao Tong university. She had worked
in di�erent departments of pharmaceutical industries, includ-
ing RD, QC, Manufacturing, BD and M&A. In June ����,
Dr. He founded Suzhou GenAssist Therapeutic Co., Ltd,
the leading biotech company focusing in DMD treatment in
China.

Paul Hoerbelt, Ph.D.
Director, Biotechnologies
Research Corporation Tech-
nologies

Paul investigates new investment and business growth op-
portunities in life science tools, services, and therapeutics. Be-
fore joining RCT, he was at L.E.K. and then at Illumina Ven-
tures.

Yingjie J. Huang, M.D.
CMO
XlifeSc Ltd

Yingjie (Jason) Huang, MD. serves as the Chief Medical
O�cer in XlifeSc Ltd, a company specializing in cell therapy
for solid tumors. Prior to joining XlifeSc, he held key position
at variousChina-basedbiotech andpharma companies: served
as the CMO (oversea) at Fusun Pharma, and held the pos-
tion of senior vice president of clinical development at Acen-
tage and Transcenta. Additionally, Dr. Huang has worked in
several global pharmaceutical companies including Novartis,
Bristol-Myers-Squibb and GlaxoSmithKline, where he served
as a global orAsia-Paci�c regional clinical leader for prominent
oncology projects. Throughout his career, Dr. Huang has
led comprehensive clinical development initiatives, overseeing
projects from Phase � through Phase �/� trials. His responsi-
bilities have included strategic planning, study execution, and
regulatory submissions. Dr. Huang began his career as an on-



cologist at the Cancer Center of Sun Yat-sen University and
later pursued postgraduate training in clinical epidemiology at
Queen’s University at Kingston. Dr. Huang received his med-
ical degree from Sun Yat-sen University of Medical Sciences.

Tonya Hutchison, M.B.A.,
B.S.
Sr. Director, Quality Control
Operations
Spark Therapeutics

Tonya Hutchison has been with Spark for two years. She
is responsible for all aspects of GMP Quality Control Opera-
tions for clinical & commercial programs across Spark. This
includes oversight of raw materials, environmental monitor-
ing, microbiology, release testing of drug product, drug sub-
stance & in-process samples and ownership of the critical
reagents, stability, sample management, contract testing labo-
ratory, and data review programs. Prior to Spark, Tonya spent
nearly �� years withMerck&Co leading in several di�erent ar-
eas including QC Laboratory Operations Vaccines, Supplier
Management, & as a Site Quality Head Small Molecule Phar-
maceutical Operations. Tonya earned her Bachelor’s Degree
inBiochemistry&Molecular Biology fromPennsylvania State
University, holds a Masters in Business Administration from
DeSales University, and is a certi�ed Lean / Six Sigma Black
Belt. Tonya is married to her husband, Ryan, has three beau-
tiful nieces, and two dogs.

Greg Jackson, Ph.D.
EVP
Life Sciences Greenhouse In-
vestments

Gregory R. Jackson, Ph.D., is Executive Vice President
of Life Science investments. Among his responsibilities are
identi�cation of new investment opportunities and conduct-
ing due diligence, as well asmentoring andmonitoring perfor-
mance of portfolio companies.

Greg was Co-Founder and Chief Technology O�cer of
MacuLogix, Inc., an ophthalmicmedical device company, and
has a total of �� years’ experience in the medical device indus-
try. Prior to co-founding MacuLogix, Greg spent �� years in
academic medical research, most recently as an Associate Pro-
fessor of Ophthalmology at Penn State College of Medicine
from ���� to ����. Greg began his academic career as an As-

sistant Professor of Ophthalmology at the University of Al-
abama at Birmingham.

Dr. Jackson holds a Bachelor of Science degree fromClar-
ion University of Pennsylvania, and a Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of Alabama at Birmingham.

Stephen A. Jannetta, J.D.
Partner
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

An active member of the local legal and business commu-
nities, Stephen A. Jannetta provides for-pro�t and nonpro�t
clients in the life sciences, healthcare and healthcare insurance,
and health information technology with corporate advice and
counsel. His clients include public and privately held corpo-
rations and nonpro�t corporations and Steve regularly advises
them on complex matters, including equity and debt �nanc-
ing transactions, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures and
corporate governance issues.

Steve has been an active member of the board of direc-
tors forLife Sciences Pennsylvania, the state’s trade association
for the life sciences industry, and he twice chaired the associa-
tion’s annual life sciences conference. He is the honorary con-
sul of the Kingdom of Belgium for the Philadelphia region.
Steve also serves as counsel to The Chamber of Commerce
of Greater Philadelphia, the Philadelphia region’s nonpro�t
charged with promoting growth and business opportunities
in the Philadelphia region.

Serving on various other boards, Steve has been a mem-
ber of the board of trustees of his alma mater, The Episcopal
Academy, a private, coeducational school; and a member of
the campaign cabinet of the United Way of Greater Philadel-
phia & SouthernNew Jersey. He also is a member of the advi-
sory board for the Hubert J.P. Schoemaker Classic, an annual
event bene�ting Melmark Inc., a nonpro�t organization that
provides educational services to children and adultswith intel-
lectual challenges, and a member of the President’s Advisory
Council for Christo Rey Philadelphia High School, a private
Catholic college preparatory school for children of all faiths.

Wenying Jian, Ph.D.
Director
Johnson & Johnson Innovative
Medicine



Dr. Wenying Jian is currently a Director of Bioanalytical
Discovery and Development Sciences (BDDS) of Johnson &
Johnson Innovative Medicine. She is leading a team to sup-
port discovery bioanalysis across modalities including small
molecules, biologics, ADCs, and oligonucleotides. She also
serves as function representative for novel modalities such as
LNP encapsulated mRNA. Wenying has over �� years of in-
dustrial experience with Bristol-Myers Squibb and then John-
son & Johnson. She has published over �� journal papers and
book chapters, and co-edited the book “Targeted biomarker
quantitation by LC-MS” and “Sample preparation in LC-
MS bioanalysis”. She currently serves on the editorial board
of Journal of Pharmacological and Toxicological Methods.
Wenying received her B.S. in Pharmacy from Beijing Medi-
cal University, M.S. in Microbiology from Chinese Academy
of Sciences, and Ph.D. in Pharmacology from University of
Pennsylvania.

Kaiyuan Jiang, Ph.D.
Associate Director, Cell Therapy
Process Development
Johnson & Johnson Innovative
Medicine

Dr. Kaiyuan Jiang is an associate director of cell therapy
process development at Janssen Research & Development in
Pennsylvania, U.S. He is currently leading a team to develop
next-generation cell manufacturing platforms for autologous
and allogeneic cell therapy programs. Dr. Jiang was a senior
engineer and team lead to support the research, process de-
velopment, technology transfer and regulatory submission of
several clinical CAR-T programs at Kite/Gilead Sciences. He
graduated from the PhD program of Biomedical Engineering
at University of Florida. His experience was focused on devel-
oping immunomodulating strategies for cell transplantation
treatingType �diabetes, aswell as end-to-enddrugproduct de-
velopmentof autologous and allogeneicCAR-Tcell therapies.
As a leading author, Dr. Jiang has published several research
articles on high-impact journals and patent applications in the
�eld of biomedical engineering.

Sunil Joshi, M.B.A., M.S.
President
Strategius Consultants

Prof. Sunil Joshi, MSc MBA, is senior BioPharma ex-

ecutive and board member with a distinguished career span-
ning three decades across notable companies like BMS, Bayer,
Onyx, Halozyme, and Gradalis Inc. His expertise in pharma-
ceutical medicine commercialization, coupled with his strate-
gic prowess in clinical and commercial strategy and mergers
and acquisitions, positions him as a leading thought leader in
the �eld. Prof. Joshi’s adeptness in investor outreach and cap-
ital raising underscores his ability to lead enterprises from the
inception of Phase � clinical trials to the successful post-launch
phase, marking him as a pivotal �gure in the industry.

Throughout his career, Prof. Joshi has demonstrated ex-
ceptional leadership qualities as a biotech CEO and Pharma
senior leader, boasting over a decade of governance experience.
His knack for problem-solving, building high-performance
teams, and mentoring senior leaders has contributed signi�-
cantly to his success. As the former head of Strategy & Cell
Therapy Unit for Oncology at Bayer Pharmaceuticals, Prof.
Joshi has shown a broad range of experience, from leading
drug development organizations for Phase I-III assets to spear-
heading sales andmarketing for today’s cutting-edge precision
medicines.

Currently, as the President of Strategius, a strategy con-
sulting �rm, Prof. Joshi continues to in�uence the Pharma
and Biotech industry. His role as an educator at Rutgers Uni-
versity allows him to share his vast knowledge and experience
with the next generation of industry professionals. His contri-
butions extendbeyondhis professional achievements, as he ac-
tively participates in business development, in-licensing, and
the acquisition of innovative therapies, further highlighting
his commitment to advancing healthcare solutions.

David J. Kellman, BSE
Managing Director &Head,
Healthcare Investment Banking
Citizens JMP

David Kellman is a Managing Director and Head of
Healthcare Investment Banking at Citizens JMP. Citizens
JMP has a leading life sciences franchise, working with private
and public companies on strategic transactions as well as ac-
cessing the equity and debt capital needed to advance devel-
opment programs and support commercial launch. He has
nearly �� years of experience advising or investing in life sci-
ences and biotech companies.

Prior to joining JMP, David was a Vice President at
Paramount BioSciences, a life sciences investment �rm. Previ-
ously, he was a hedge fund analyst at S.A.C. Capital Advisors
focused on healthcare investing and a member of the health-
care investment banking group at Piper Ja�ray. David began



his career in the healthcare group of Investor Growth Capital,
the venture capital arm of Investor AB.

David holds a BS in �nance from the University of Penn-
sylvania’s Wharton School and a BSE in bioengineering from
its School of Engineering and Applied Science.

Genevieve Laforet, Ph.D.,
M.D.
SVP, Clinical Development
Aspa Therapeutics/BridgeBio
Gene Therapy

Genevieve (Jenny) Laforet, MD, PhD is Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Clinical Development at Aspa Therapeutics/BridgeBio
GeneTherapy. She is themedical lead forAspa’s BBP-��� gene
therapy program for Canavan disease. Before joining Aspa
she served as Vice President ofClinical Research andDevelop-
ment at Solid Biosciences and led Solid’s SGT-��� microdys-
trophin gene therapy program for Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy. Dr Laforet received her AB in Biochemical Sciences
from Harvard College, MD from Duke University School
of Medicine and PhD from The Rockefeller University. She
trained as an adult psychiatrist at UMass Medical School and
went on to conduct basic and translational research onHunt-
ington’s disease and Rett syndrome as a faculty member. Dr
Laforet subsequently moved to the biotech/pharma industry
and has worked in a variety of scienti�c/medical a�airs and
clinical development roles at Abbott, Biogen, Genzyme and
Sarepta.

Yanchun Li, Ph.D.
Sr. Scientist
Johnson&Johnson

Dr. Yanchun Li is a senior scientist of Bioanalytical Dis-
covery & Development Sciences department at Johnson &
Johnson Innovative Medicine. She has intensive experience
in Neuroscience and AAV-based Gene therapy. Yanchun now
is leadingmethod development/validation and bioanalysis for
Genomic Therapeutics which includes Gene Therapy, Cell
therapy, and RNA therapeutic vaccine projects.

Alvin Luk, Ph.D., M.B.A.,
CCRA
Co-Founder & CEO
HuidaGene Therapeutics

Dr. Alvin Luk is the co-founder and CEO of Huida-
Gene Therapeutics, a global clinical-stage biotech company
developing CRISPR-based gene-editing tools and genomic
medicines. Alvin has over �� years of global drug devel-
opment experience in biotech/biopharma organizations, in-
cluding Shanghai-Henlius/Fosun-Pharma, Spark Therapeu-
tics (acquired by Roche), Biogen (Hemophilia Business Unit
acquired by Sano�), Bayer, Avigen (acquired by Sano� Gen-
zyme), and Tularik (acquired by Amgen) with progressive re-
sponsibilities. While serving as the Chief Medical O�cer at
Shanghai-Henlius, a commercial-stage biopharma company
focusing on biologics for oncological, autoimmune, and oph-
thalmic diseases, he led the approvals of � biological medicines
in China, Europe, and the USA. Alvin was also the Head
of Clinical and led multiple AAV gene therapy programs at
Spark, where LUXTURNA. He has a proven track record
of participating in more than ��� cumulative regulatory sub-
missions across the globe, leading to the successful commer-
cial launches of �� approved products. He is the co-author of
over ���book chapters and scienti�c papers in highly regarded
journals, including the New England Journal of Medicine,
Nature Medicine, Cell, and Science. Dr. Luk holds an MBA
fromHarvard, received his Ph.D. in Neuroscience, and is cer-
ti�ed in clinical research from the UCSFMedical School.

Annie Lumen, Ph.D.
Scienti�c Associate Director
Amgen

Dr. Annie Lumen is a Scienti�c Associate Director in
theClinical Pharmacology,Modeling and SimulationDepart-
ment at Amgen. She comes from both biology and engineer-
ing background with more than a decade of experience in de-
veloping de novo mechanistic & PBPK models for various
therapeutic modalities to support drug development, in her
current position at Amgen, and for regulatory evaluations in
her previous appointment as a Principal Investigator and Re-
search Group Lead at the FDA.



Patrick Lundgren, Ph.D.
Investor
Hummingbird Ventures

Patrick focuses on biotech investments at Hummingbird
and leads incubations. He’s a big fan of “thoughtfully crazy”
people building in bio. He was previously an Associate at
Flagship Pioneering where he worked in venture creation to
build and originate bioplatform companies. Before Flagship,
Patrick completed his Ph.D. in immunology at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, publishing ��+ papers including in Cell,
Nature, and Nature Metabolism spanning adipocyte biology,
immunology, and gut-brain signaling. Patrick also holds an
M.Sc. in immunology from the University of Oxford (with
Distinction), and a BA in Natural Sciences from the Univer-
sity ofCambridge. Anative Swede, Patrick grewup inMalmö,
which prepared him well for Boston winters.

StephenManobianco,
M.B.A.
Managing Director
PSG Life Sciences, The Leader
in Fractional Life Sciences
Commercialization Services

Steve has over �� years of global sales, marketing and busi-
ness development experience. For a signi�cant part of his pro-
fessional career he has been working in the biopharmaceutical
R&D service industry. Steve has a broad knowledge and ex-
pertise in the global research and development marketplace.
He has a successful track record of creating and executing go-
to-market business development strategies to e�ectively drive
double digit revenue growth. Most recently Steve has been the
Managing Director for PSG Life Sciences a leading biotech
consulting �rm. He has been working with the Rockland
portfolio of companies for the past three years to create and
drive strategic growth and revenue strategies and initiatives.
Prior toPSGLife Sciences, hewas theVice President ofGlobal
Sales andBusinessDevelopment forGENEWIZ. Steve holds a
Bachelor’s degree in Economics from Syracuse University and
anMBA from Regis University, Denver Colorado.

IanMcLaughlin, Ph.D.
VP, Government A�airs
BioNJ

Ian McLaughlin, PhD, is the Vice President of Govern-
ment A�airs at BioNJ, which is the trade association for the
full spectrum of the life sciences ecosystem in New Jersey —
from small biotech startups to the largest biopharma compa-
nies in the world — at both state and federal levels. Prior
to joining BioNJ, Ian completed his PhD in neuroscience
at the University of Pennsylvania where his research focused
on identifying novel druggable targets to treat addiction and
mood-related psychiatric conditions. His research combined
chemogenetics, optogenetics, viral tracing, and behavioral
pharmacology in animal models in pursuit of new opportu-
nities to develop novel therapeutics. Between graduate school
and BioNJ, Ian worked as a Policy Analyst in the New Jersey
Legislature, focusing on health policy.

Ilayaraja Muthuramu, Ph.D.
Sr. Scientist
Johnson and Johnson

Dr. Muthuramu is a Senior Scientist at the specialized ap-
plied toxicology department of Johnson and Johnson Phar-
maceuticals, where he partners with the therapeutic discov-
ery genome editing group. In his current role he is actively
involved in establishing external partnerships to perform o�-
target analysis and genomic stability testing, including translo-
cation assessment, for the genetic toxicology safety assess-
ments related to the allogeneic cell therapy platform. He is
also leading the e�orts to establish genomic safety assessment
platform for the in-vivo gene editing therapies. Before join-
ing Johnson & Johnson, he worked as a Principal Scientist at
Frontage Laboratories and Ocugen. He was a subject matter
expert and studydirector responsible for conductingGLP tox-
icology (study design, planning) and biodistribution studies
for cell and gene therapy modi�cations. Dr. Muthuramu has
obtained my Ph.D. in Biomedical Science from the Catholic
University of Leuven, Belgium in ����. Later, he joined Prof.
Dr. JimWilson’s lab at theUniversity of Pennsylvania. Hepri-
marily worked on developing novel mouse models to evaluate
in-vivo genome editingmethods using CRISPR andARCUS
nucleases. He has authored or co-authored more than �� peer



reviewed research articles in various high impact journals.

Marian Nakada, Ph.D.
VP, Venture Investments
Johnson & Johnson Innovation
– JJDC

Marian Nakada, VP Venture Investments for Johnson &
Johnson Innovation – JJDC, has over �� years of experience in
the pharmaceutical industry, starting her career at the labora-
tory bench at Centocor and moving to a research leadership
role before Centocor’s acquisition by Johnson & Johnson.
She transitioned to Janssen Business Development and joined
JJDC, Johnson & Johnson’s corporate venture group in ����.
She is passionate about leveraging Johnson & Johnson’s capa-
bilities to help her portfolio companies succeed. Marian has
a A.B. in Biology from Harvard College and a Ph.D. in Phar-
macology from the University of Pennsylvania. She has au-
thored �� peer reviewed publications and �� book chapters
and is a past reviewer for the NIH Pharmacology Study Sec-
tion. She is currently on the Boards of Redona Therapeutics,
Navitor Pharmaceuticals, and a stealth NewCo as well as the
New England Venture Capital Association where she is work-
ing to champion change as an active contributor to its diversity
& inclusion e�orts. Outside work, Marian is a Board Mem-
ber at InnerCityWeightliftingwhosemission is to amplify the
voice and agency of people who have been most impacted by
systemic racism and mass incarceration.

Michael F. Naso, Ph.D.
SVP, Research
Century Therapeutics

Michael Naso is a Senior Vice President in Research re-
sponsible for guiding the research of genetically engineered in-
duced pluripotent stem cell (iPSC)-derived immune cell prod-
ucts to treat hematologic and solid tumors, as well as, autoim-
mune diseases. Prior to joiningCentury in January of ����, he
was a Director at Janssen Research and Development within
the Biotherapeutics division, where he held leadership posi-
tions for programs and teams focused on antibody and cell
and gene therapy discovery. Michael received his MS degree
from Thomas Je�erson University in Anatomy, Cell Biology
and Pathology, and his PhD from TJU in Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology.

Ken Ogasawara, Ph.D.,
M.P.H.
Director
Bristol Myers Squibb

KenOgasawara, PhD,MPHis aDirector ofClinical Phar-
macology, Pharmacometrics&Bioanalysis -Hematology, On-
cology & Cell Therapy (CPPB - HOCT) at Bristol Myers
Squibb (BMS). Since he joined Celgene/BMS in ����, he
has been Clinical Pharmacology Lead of lisocabtagene mar-
aleucel (liso-cel, Breyanzi) as well as several early/late devel-
opment assets in HOCT. Prior to joining BMS, he received
postdoctoral training at Medical College of Georgia, Univer-
sity of Rhode Island, and Division of Quantitative Methods
and Modeling (DQMM), O�ce of Generic Drugs (OGD),
CDER/FDA and worked as Clinical Pharmacokinetic Scien-
tist in Eli Lilly Japan. He received his PhD in Pharmaceutical
Sciences fromKyotoUniversity, Japan, andMPH from Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. He has pub-
lished over �� peer-reviewed publications. He is serving as a
member of several working group of Clinical Pharmacology
Leadership Group (CPLG) in the IQ Consortium.

Noah Olson, M.B.A.
Director, Innovation
Delaware Prosperity Partner-
ship

NoahOlson is theDirector of Innovation at theDelaware
Prosperity Partnership, a not-for-pro�t economic develop-
ment organization charged with attracting businesses to
Delaware, assisting with the growth of Delaware companies,
and supporting and expanding the state’s innovation and en-
trepreneurial ecosystems. With the massive growth of the life
science sector in the region, particularly the Cell and Gene
Therapy �elds, it’s an exciting, and busy time to be in eco-
nomic development. Noah has a background in the public
sector in Delaware, and joined DPP after completing busi-
ness school at the University of Delaware. Noah’s focus on
innovation at DPP allows him to work with a variety of key
stakeholders, in and outside of the state, to not only advo-
cate for Delaware as a place to do business, but be on the
forefront of organizing, convening, and pushing for addi-
tional programming to build out the innovation and startup
or entrepreneurial ecosystem in Delaware. In ����, Noah
was named to the Delaware Business Times (DBT) �� un-



der �� list for achievers and innovators under the age of ��,
and in ����, Noah was a fellow in the prestigious Leadership
Delaware program. Outside of the o�ce, Noah is a dad, hus-
band, a runner, and a proud two time University of Delaware
Blue Hen.

Roddy O’Connor, Ph.D.
Research Assistant Professor
Perelman School of Medicine at
the University of Pennsylvania

Dr. O’Connor’s research emphasizes novel conditioning
strategies and genetic approaches to confer unique metabolic
attributes to CAR T cells. In collaborative research with
Nucleus Biologics, Dr. O’Connor developed a customized,
cGMP grade, CAR T cell culture medium for the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania (UPenn) clinical sector. In a recent pa-
per, he shared how this state-of-the-art medium formulation
enhances CAR T cell potency and anti-tumor function. As
medium composition can obscure metabolic responses in-
duced by CAR co-stimulation, he recently designed a phys-
iologic medium speci�cally for the Seahorse assay (Agilent
Thought Leader Award). His team were also the �rst to show
how nonnative enzymes increase the resilience of CAR T
cells against metabolic (lactate, hypoxia) and immune (Siglec)
checkpoints in solid tumor environments. His expertise in T-
cellmetabolismhas been recognized through anAward for Ex-
cellence in Immunology (AAI) and exempli�ed by several in-
dustry sponsored research alliances with Seahorse Bioscience,
Nucleus Biologics, and Agilent. At UPenn, his team is now
poised to translate our advances in CAR T cell metabolic �t-
ness to target variousmalignancies and auto-immune diseases.
Dr. O’Connor is a highly regarded expert in CAR-T cell
metabolism and has presented his �ndings at AAI, ASGCT,
and the CAR-TCR Summit. Dr. O’Connor co-organizes the
annualmetabolomics symposiumatUPenn andhas presented
several workshops as well as a webinar series with Nucleus Bi-
ologics on CAR-T cell metabolism.

Wendy Pan, Ph.D., J.D.
Partner
Goodwin Procter LLP

WENSENG “WENDY” PAN, JD & PhD, is a partner
of Goodwin Procter, a leading internal law �rm with top

notch life sciences practices. She has advised biotech and phar-
maceutical companies at all stages, addressing a broad spec-
trum of legal needs, from initial company formation, corpo-
rate governance, to growth stage �nancing, partnership and
joint venture, to IPO. She has represented buyers, sellers, pri-
vate equity and venture capital investors inmergers and acqui-
sitions, stock and assets acquisitions/divestures, control acqui-
sition, minority investments, going private, de-SPAC transac-
tions. She has handled numerous strategic licensing and part-
nership deals between global pharmaceutical companies and
biotech companies, involving small molecule, biologics, gene
therapies, cell therapies, medical devices, diagnostic products.
Apart from transactional practice, she also helps her clients
in resolving contractual disputes in complicated life sciences
partnership arrangements. Her deep legal experiences, cou-
pledwithherunparalleledunderstanding about thebusinesses
and technologies and her pragmatic approach havewon recog-
nitions by IFLR���� as a leading lawyer for M&A, Who’s
Who Legal: Life Sciences (Transactional). Wendy obtained
her JD from Columbia University School of Law and a PhD
in chemistry, also from Columbia. She is also a registered US
patent attorney.

Sonali Patel, Pharm.D.
Director, Regulatory A�airs
Spark Therapeutics

Sonali Patel is a Director of Regulatory A�airs at Spark
Therapeutics with oversight of global regulatory strategy
across the CNS gene therapy portfolio as well as regulatory
lead of several ongoing programs. Sonali is responsible for
developing global regulatory strategies to support each pro-
gram as well as leading health authority interactions with the
cross functional teams. She joined Spark with over ten years
of regulatory experience at Genentech across multiple thera-
peutic areas and therapeutic modalities in roles of increasing
responsibility. Notably, Sonali served as a global regulatory
leader for COVID-�� clinical programs during the height of
the pandemic and was a US lead of a multiple sclerosis bio-
logic licensing application from submission to approval. She
received her Doctorate of Pharmacy (PharmD) fromRutgers,
the State University of New Jersey, and her Post-Doctoral Fel-
lowship in Regulatory A�airs from Roche/Genentech.



Vikram Patra, M.B.A.
Managing Director
FreedomCapital Markets

Vikram is a Managing Director at Freedom Capital Mar-
kets – a small and mid-cap focused investment bank in New
York.

Vikram has over �� years of experience across public and
private capital markets and he focuses on advising clients in
healthcare and technology sectors on strategic and �nancing
matters. Over his career, Vikramhasworked on over ��� trans-
actions raising over $�� billion for clients.

Prior to joining Freedom, Vikram was one of the found-
ingmembers ofNomura’s investment banking business in the
Americas and he was also an investment banker at UBS and
Wells Fargo earlier in his career.

Vikramholds anMBA from theDardenGraduate School
ofBusiness at theUniversity ofVirginia and aBachelors of Sci-
ence in Electrical Engineering from the National Institute of
Technology, India

Mrunalini Vikram Pat-
tarkine, Ph.D.
Professor Biotechnology, heads
the BTEC program
Harrisburg University of Sci-
ence and Technology

Mrunalini Pattarkine, PhD, Professor Biotechnology,
heads the BTEC program at Harrisburg University of Sci-
ence and Technology in Harrisburg PA USA. Prof Pattarkine
has a PhD in Biochemistry from IIT Powai, and has over ��
years of research experience. She is the lead faculty for MS
BTEC as well as the Nanobiotechnology initiative within the
Biotechnology program at the university and is currently di-
recting sponsored research for private industries. In addition
to teaching Biotechnology/Nanobiotechnology courses, Prof
Pattarkine also serves as a Director of Capital Area Biotech-
nology Partnership (CABP), a Workforce Leadership Grant
in Biotechnology initiated in ���� though funding from
PADepartment of Community and Economic Development
(DCED). Prof Pattarkine has active research projects in ar-
eas such as biosensor development, paper-based analytics, an-
timicrobial properties of plant biomaterials, �D Bioprinting
of Skin tissue, and hydrogels for regenerative medicine. Prof
Pattarkine has several publications and several book chapters
to her credit. She has conducted numerous workshops at na-

tional and international events, for educators and administra-
tors.

Renuka Pillutla, Ph.D.
SVP&Head, Development
Sciences
Spark Therapeutics

Renuka Pillutla is Senior Vice President and Head of De-
velopment Sciences, Technical Development and Analytical
Development & QC at Spark Therapeutics, a subsidiary of
Roche.

In her current role she plays a key leadership role at Spark
by providing strategic and scienti�c leadership to the develop-
ment of gene therapies. She is responsible to ensure preclini-
cal and clinical strategies for biodistribution, PK/PD, safety,
pharmacology, translational, biomarker, bioanalytical, com-
panion diagnostics, technical and analytical development are
established and implemented in an e�cient and integrated
fashion.

Her responsibilities in development of investigational
gene therapy drug candidates span from early discovery
through major milestones such as IND, FIH and all phases of
clinical development through to regulatory �ling.

Prior to Spark, Renuka spent �� years at Bristol Myers
Squibb in various leadership roles in translational medicine,
bioanalytical sciences, nonclinical and clinical development.

During the course of her career Renuka has worked in
drug discovery (Discovery Research), and various areas of
Drug Development such as CMC analytical, bioanalytical,
translational, preclinical&clinical. Thediversity of her experi-
ence provides herwith awell-rounded knowledge of all aspects
of drug development.

Bryan Poltilove, M.B.A., B.S.
Consultant
BroadOak Capital Partners

As Operating Partner, Mr. Poltilove leads BroadOak’s in-
vestment strategy in Cell and Gene Therapy, Bioproduction,
andCell Biology. Mr. Poltilove joined BroadOak after �� years
with Thermo Fisher Scienti�c where he served as Vice Presi-
dent andGeneralManager. Mr. Poltilove led long-range strat-
egy and day-to-day operations for the company’s cell and gene
therapybusiness. Prior toThermoFisher,Mr. Poltilove served



as Director of Revenue Strategy & Operations at the Corpo-
rate Executive Board and also held several commercial strat-
egy roles with Johnson & Johnson. He holds Bachelor’s de-
grees in Chemical Engineering and Economics from theMas-
sachusetts Institute ofTechnology aswell as anMBA from the
J.L. Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern Univer-
sity.

Meghan Popoleo, B.S.
Vice President of Growth
The O’Connor Group

Meghan Popoleo is the Vice President of Growth at The
O’Connor Group, a leading HR Outsourcing and Recruit-
ment �rm based in King of Prussia, PA. In this role, Meghan
drives strategic initiatives that foster business growth and en-
hance employee engagement and retention, with a particular
focus on the life sciences sector, including cell and gene ther-
apy companies.

With specialties in sales, marketing, and client engage-
ment, Meghan leverages data-driven strategies to deliver mea-
surable results for TOC’s clients. She is passionate about the
people function and its critical role in organizational success,
creating programs that build positive work environments and
collaborative cultures.

Before joining The O’Connor Group, Meghan gained
valuable experience across diverse industries, including non-
pro�t, clinical research, and private equity. This varied back-
ground gives her a unique perspective and a well-rounded ap-
proach to employee attraction and retention.

Meghan holds a Bachelor of Science degree from James
Madison University. She is actively involved in her commu-
nity, serving on theWomen’s Resource Center (WRC) Board
of Directors and a former board member of Philadelphia’s
chapter of Women in Bio (WIB).

Irene Rombel, Ph.D.,
M.B.A.
CEO, President & Co-Founder
BioCurie

Dr. IreneRombel is the CEO, President andCo-Founder
of BioCurie, a TechBio startup company that is harnessing AI
to transform the process development and manufacturing of
cell and gene therapies. She is deeply committed to transform-

ing great science and technology into disruptive products that
will helppatients and society, while creating shareholder value.
Dr. Rombel is an industry veteran and entrepreneur with ��+
years of leadership experience in science and business, span-
ning biotechnology, big pharma, consulting, investing, and
academia. Prior to founding BioCurie, she was Chief of Sta�,
Research, at SparkTherapeutics, and SeniorDirector of Strat-
egy and External Innovation at Janssen, J&J. Irene was pre-
viously the Founder and President of Biomedical Intelligence
LLC, a life science consulting company, and a biotech hedge
fund analyst. Dr. Rombel started her career in academia as
an Assistant Professor at UT SouthwesternMedical Center in
the Center for Biomedical Inventions, where she conducted
research onDNA vaccines, synthetic biology, and cell-speci�c
targeting. Prior to her faculty position, she was a postdoctoral
fellow at UC Berkeley and UC Davis, where her research on
transcriptional regulation made fundamental scienti�c con-
tributions to the understanding of promoter-enhancer con-
trol of gene expression. Dr. Rombel has advised and men-
tored many start-up companies over the past ��+ years, serv-
ing as a JPAL for the J&J JLABS Incubator companies, and
as a Scienti�c Advisory Board member of the North Texas
Enterprise Center. She is on Columbia University’s Transla-
tional Therapeutics Accelerator Steering Committee and the
ColumbiaUniversity IrvingCancerDrugDiscoveryAdvisory
Board. Dr. Rombel received her Ph.D. in Biochemistry and
B.Sc. (First Class Honors) in Biochemistry with a double
major in Microbiology from the University of Otago, New
Zealand, and her MBA from SouthernMethodist University,
Dallas, Texas. Irene is also a registered U.S. Patent Agent with
the USPTO.

Heather Rose, Ph.D., J.D.
VP, Technology Licensing and
Start-ups
Thomas Je�erson University &
Je�erson Health

Heather Rose PhD, JD is the Vice President of Technol-
ogy Licensing and Start-Ups for Thomas Je�erson Univer-
sity and Thomas Je�erson Health. In her role at Je�erson,
Dr. Rose oversees a dynamic team that collaborates with re-
searchers and physicians to lead projects to value in�ection
points, �le patent applications for novel innovations, assist
with start-up company formation, and manage existing rela-
tionships with corporate sponsors and licensees.

Over her career, Dr. Rose has collaborated with re-
searchers, physicians, and attorneys to �le over ��� patent ap-
plications andnegotiated over��� agreements, including ���+
licenses, sponsored research, option, and equity agreements
with established and start-up companies. Her team manages



a portfolio of ���+ active patent families comprising ���+
patent applications and issued patents worldwide. The team
also oversees the institution’s interests in over �� active license
agreements.

Dr. Rose is a graduate of theUniversity of Cincinnati and
also earned a PhD in Cell and Molecular Biology from the
University of Pennsylvania’s Medical School and a JD from
the Drexel Klein School of Law (inactive status).

Marco Ruella, M.D.
Assistant Professor ofMedicine
University of Pennsylvania

Dr. Marco Ruella is an Assistant Professor of Medicine
at the University of Pennsylvania and Scienti�c Director of
the Lymphoma Program at the Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania. He is an expert in hematologic malignancies
and immunotherapy, in particularCART.He has expertise in
preclinical CART development and translation to early phase
clinical trials, including IND preparation and clinical trial de-
sign. He serves as a consultant for several companies and sits
on the advisory board of several major biotech-pharma in the
space of immunotherapy for cancer. Dr. Ruella is the scien-
ti�c founder of viTToria biotherapeutics.

Gregory Russotti, Ph.D.
CTO&CMO
Century Therapeutics

Greg Russotti is the Chief Technology and Manufactur-
ing O�cer at Century Therapeutics, a company developing
iPSC-derived, allogeneic immune cell therapy products for
hematology/oncology and autoimmune indications. Century
has its �rst product candidate, CNTY-���, an iPSC-derived
NK cell with six gene edits, including AlloEvasion edits, in
both aNon-Hodgkins Lymphoma clinical trial and a Systemic
Lupus Erythematosus clinical trial. Before joining Century in
January ����, GregwasVice President ofCell TherapyDevel-
opment and Operations at Celgene. During his �� year tenure
at Celgene, he guided CMC e�orts for �ve di�erent cell ther-
apy products to IND and clinical stage development. Greg
was also a leader in establishing in-house clinical manufac-
turing at Celgene and in building Celgene’s �rst commercial
CAR T manufacturing facility. Prior to Celgene, Greg held

various leadership roles at Merck Research Laboratories, de-
veloping vaccines and monoclonal antibodies for clinical and
commercial manufacturing. Greg received his B.S. and M.S.
degrees in Chemical Engineering from Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute and his Ph.D. in Chemical and Biochemical En-
gineering from Rutgers University.

Aliya J. Sanders, J.D.,
M.P.H.
Partner
Gunderson Dettmer

Aliya’s practice focuses on companies in the life sciences
industry and a broad range of emerging growth companies
throughout their lifecycles, including their M&A activities.
She has signi�cant experience in negotiating licensing and
commercial agreements, as well as advising clients on intellec-
tual property protection and strategy, strategic alliances and
all aspects of their day-to-day business. Aliya also represents
a number of leading venture capital �rms in connection with
their investments in life sciences and emerging growth compa-
nies.

Aliya received her J.D. in ���� from Columbia Law
School, where she was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar. She also
received a Parker SchoolCerti�cate in International andCom-
parative Law from Columbia. While at the law school, Aliya
served as the Executive Articles Editor of the Columbia Law
Review. In ����, Aliya also received anM.P.H. from theMail-
man School of Public Health at Columbia University, where
she focused on health policy and management. Aliya received
her A.B. from Princeton University in ����.

Prior to attending law school, Aliya lived in Cape Town,
South Africa for two years, where she worked in curricu-
lumdevelopment formothers�mothers, an international non-
pro�t organization dedicated to preventing mother-to-child
transmission of HIV.

Bob Steinhagen, B.A.,
cGMP Biopharma Institute
VP, Operations & Life Sciences
ABM

Bob Steinhagen has over �� years of experience in facility
services. As VP of Operations, he leads ABM’s Life Sciences
industry group, providing innovative solutions to meet the
changing needs of Life Sciences manufacturing and research



businesses.

Heather A. Steinman, Ph.D.,
M.B.A., B.S., B.A.
SVP, Business Development
TheWistar Institute

Heather A Steinman, Ph.D., MBA, is Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Business Development and Executive Director of Tech-
nology Transfer at The Wistar Institute, the nation’s �rst in-
dependent research institution devoted solely to biomedical
science and a world leader in cancer, immunology, virology
and infectious disease research. Heather is amember ofRobin
Hood Ventures, the chair of the Life Sciences Screening Team
atDelaware Crossing Investor Group; Advisor on theHealth-
care Investment ERC of Ben Franklin Technology Partners,
Life Sciences Advisory BoardMember of the Philadelphia Al-
liance for Capital and Technologies, Board Member of BioS-
trategy Partners, WorldUpstart, and Mid-Atlantic Diamond
Ventures and Advisory Council Member of Dornsife School
of Public Health.

Shyam Subramanian, Ph.D.
Principal
BioSynth Solutions

Dr. Shyam Subramanian is a biopharma/biotech execu-
tive with ��+ years of experience developing CMC strategy
and driving program execution from ideation to licensure for
innovative medicinal products across modalities. Prior to his
most recent venture in consulting, he wasChief Technical Of-
�cer at Obsidian therapeutics and built the technical develop-
ment, manufacturing and quality organization and helped ad-
vanceOBX-���, the�rst engineered tumor in�ltrating lympho-
cytes (TILs) cell therapy from concept to promising early clin-
ical data. His career has spanned stints at Merck, Johnson and
Johnson and Teva Pharmaceuticals where he has contributed
to development, clinical evaluation or licensure & supply of
several biologics and vaccines.

Kelly Sullivan, Ph.D.
Director of Labs
CIC Labs + Innovation Cam-
pus

Kelly Sullivan serves as the Director of Labs for CIC Labs
+ Innovation Campus. SHe is an experienced Laboratory Di-
rector with a demonstrated history of working in the con-
sumer goods industry. Skilled in METRC, Regulatory Com-
pliance, SOP Development, Method Development, Molecu-
lar Distillation,Molecular Biology, andUV/Vis Spectroscopy.
Strong research professional with a Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) focused in Biochemistry from Purdue University.

Xiulian Sun, Ph.D.
CTO
uBriGene

As theChief TechnologyO�cer at uBriGene Biosciences,
Dr. Sun brings a wealth of expertise in the cell and gene
therapy �elds. With a Ph.D. from The University of British
Columbia, she stands as a seasoned scientist with notable ac-
complishments inmedicine andbiotechnology, particularly in
the �elds of hematology and cell and gene therapy. Her pro-
li�c career is marked by the publication of over �� academic
papers in esteemed journals like PNAS, and the acquisition of
�� invention patents.

Beyond her scienti�c achievements, Dr. Sun demon-
strates remarkable entrepreneurial acumen. She played a piv-
otal role in the founding of Vigene Biosciences and uBri-
Gene, where she drove forward innovative advancements in
cell and gene therapy technologies. Under her leadership,
uBriGene achieved signi�cant milestones, securing numerous
international patents in areas such as viral vectors, CRISPR
gene editing, and pioneering the new CGT delivery modality,
mRNA/circRNARNP.

Gareth Thomas, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Temple University Lewis Katz
School of Medicine



Bachelor’s Degree in Natural Sciences, University of
Cambridge, United Kingdom PhD with Professor Sir Philip
Cohen,University ofDundee, ScotlandPostdocwithDrRick
Huganir, Chair of Dept of Neuroscience, Johns Hopkins
Medical School Independent lab since ����, focusing onmech-
anisms of neural responses to stress and damage, and in partic-
ular roles of the protein-lipid modi�cation palmitoylation in
these processes.

Xiaofei Wang, Ph.D.
Clinical Pharmacologist
US Food and Drug Administra-
tion (US FDA)

Dr. Xiaofei Wang is a senior clinical pharmacology re-
viewer in the O�ce of Clinical Evaluation (OCE), O�ce
of Therapeutic Products (OTP) at the Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research (CBER), U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA). She performs clinical pharmacology re-
views for Biologics License Application (BLA) and Investi-
gational New Drug Applications (IND) submissions of bio-
logical products including cell and gene therapies, blood- and
plasma-derived products. Dr. Wang has participated in review
of BLAs for multiple novel modalities, including CAR T cell
products, AAV-based gene therapies, and ex vivo genetically
modi�ed stem cell therapies. In addition to conducting regu-
latory reviews, Dr. Wang has also actively participated in mul-
tiple FDA working groups developing regulatory guidances
for drug products, such as guidance for development of CAR
T cell products. Prior to joining CBER/OTP, Dr. Wang was
a bioequivalence reviewer in O�ce of Bioequivalence (OB),
O�ce of Generic Drugs (OGD), CDER, FDA. Dr. Wang re-
ceived her PhD degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences from Uni-
versity of Florida.

EnnaWeng, M.B.A.
Managing Director
FreedomCapital Markets

Managing Director of Freedom Capital Markets manag-
ing the investment banking business with expertise in equity
capital market and venture investing. Prior to joining Free-
dom, Enna held senior positions in various global �nancial
institutions. She was the Head of U.S. Equity Structured Is-
suance at Barclays Capitals where she led Barclays to achieve

“Best-Selling Product of the Year” and “Best House of US
Equities” award. Prior to that, she was managing the Fully
Funded Portfolio Risk Trading desk at Wells Fargo and won
the “iAward on Innovation”. In her earlier career, she also
covered Structured Financing at Macquarie USA, and Fixed
Income atMorgan Stanley. Her experience includes deal orig-
ination, due diligence, and execution across industry sectors
on domestic and cross-border transactions. She was also a se-
nior advisor at HELENE BioMed Pte. Ltd where she helped
the company at executing an IPO plan as well as cross boarder
M&As. She has a breadth of knowledge as an entrepreneur
as well as a deep understanding of Capital. Enna holds an
Executive MBA degree from Kellogg School of Management
at Northwestern University, where she completed executive
courses at WHU-Otto Beisheim School of Management in
Germany andHongKongUniversity of Science andTechnol-
ogy.

LenaWinstedt, Ph.D.
Global Franchise Lead Gene
Therapy
Hansa Biopharma AB

Lena Winstedt, Global Franchise Lead Gene Therapy,
Hansa Biopharma AB, Lund, Sweden, holds a PhD inMicro-
biology from Lund University. She has been working with
various aspects of drug development in Pharmaceutical and
Biotech companies in Sweden and Denmark for more than
�� years. Lena started to work at Hansa Biopharma in ����
and have been one of the drivers in the development of imli�-
dase, which in ���� received a conditional approval in EU as a
pre-treatment to remove antibodies prior to kidney transplan-
tation. Lena is now focusing on the development of Hansa’s
IgG cleaving enzymes for removal of AAV antibodies prior to
gene therapy.

XinqunWu, M.S.
Sr. Scientist
Bristol Myers Squibb

Irene Wu has been a member of the biotherapeutics bio-
analysis group at BMS since ����, where she supports a vari-
ety of therapeutic programs, with a focus on pharmacokinetic
(PK) assay development and program troubleshooting.

She has over �� years of experience in the pharmaceu-



ticals industry, having worked at Schering Plough, Merck,
and Celgene prior to BMS. Her expertise is in liquid
chromatography-mass spectrometry (LC-MS) and ligand-
binding assays (LBA). She is passionate aboutworking to opti-
mize and improve these techniques, alongwith exploring how
they might work together.

Irene received her bachelor in chemistry in ���� from
ShanghaiTech University and a master’s in computer science
in ���� from Saint Joseph’s University in Philadelphia.

She is also the dedicated mother of two boys. Outside of
work, she enjoys playing tennis, �shing, andmost of all, learn-
ing and spending time with her children.

Bin Xiao, Ph.D., M.D.
Director, R&D
Askbio.inc

Bin Xiao is the Director of Research and Development at
AskBio. With over a decade of dedicated service under Xiao
Xiao at the University of North Carolina, and three transfor-
mative years with Jude Samulski at AskBio, he has garnered
a wealth of knowledge and expertise from them. His work
focuses on AAV biology, AAV capsid modi�cation, and the
application of these advancements to combat a variety of dis-
eases.

Kenneth G. Yancey, Ph.D.,
M.S.
Executive Director, Process De-
velopment andManufacturing
Upenn Gene Therapy Program

Kenneth is an engineer who is passionate about driving
innovation in the area of gene therapy. Since completing his
Ph.D in Bioengineering at Cornell University, he has dedi-
cated his career to addressing some of the biggest challenges
to gene therapy such as high cost of goods, limited drug ac-
cess, challenges to insurance reimbursement and challenging
commercial models. Kenneth’s focus is on process develop-
ment, manufacturing, analytical and regulatory strategies for
the acceleration of clinical and commercial gene therapy appli-
cations.

Kenneth’s current role is as Executive Director of Process
Development andManufacturing for the Gene Therapy Pro-
gram at UPENN. He has responsibility for pre-clinical and
clinical process development, tech transfer and manufactur-

ing. During his time at GTP, He has overseen the process de-
velopment and manufacturing of hundreds of unique AAV
clinical candidates which have resulted in dozens of clinical
programs and successful regulatory applications. He has been
involved in driving CMC and regulatory strategy.

Yieyie Yang, Ph.D., J.D.
Partner
Finnegan Henderson

Dr. Yang has a Ph.D. inMolecular Biology and conducted
post-doctoral research on breast cancer at Dana Farber Can-
cer Institute before obtaining a J.D. from George Washing-
ton University Law School. During her years of legal prac-
tice, Dr. Yang handles complex IP issues in the biotech area,
including patent prosecution and patent portfolio manage-
ment, counseling, due diligence for FTO and M&A, post-
grant patent challenge proceedings (including Inter partes re-
viewandpost-grant review), and complexpatent litigation (in-
cluding biosimilars litigation) before U.S. district courts and
the International Trade Commission. Dr. Yang was named
by Best Lawyers in its ”Ones to Watch” lists for excellence in
patent law in both ���� and ����.

Hequn Yin, Ph.D.
SVP, Head of Research
Iovance Biotherapeutics

Dr. Yin joined Iovance in November ����. He is a phar-
macologist by training with nearly �� years of discovery and
development experience in various therapeutic areas within
the biopharmaceutical industry. His prior leadership roles in-
cluded Vice President of Oncology Research & Early Devel-
opment at P�zer, Executive Director atNovartis, Chief Scien-
ti�c O�cer at Fosun Pharma and President of the Innovation
Institute at Qilu Pharmaceutical. Dr. Yin has contributed to
the development of Amtagvi, Kymriah and Cosentyx, among
others. He earned a Ph.D. in Pharmacology from the Univer-
sity of Rochester and conducted post-doctoral research in the
Department of Biochemistry andMolecular Pharmacology at
the University of California, San Francisco.



Daozhan Yu, Ph.D.
CEO
AAVnerGene Inc.

Dr. Yu received his PhD degree fromUniversity of Mary-
land at Baltimore in Molecular Medicine. He received post-
Doc training and served on faculty at UMB and Temple Uni-
versity. His research covered Diabetes, Obesity, Cardiovascu-
lar diseases, iPSCs, disease modeling, drug screening and de-
velopment, and gene therapy. He holds multiple patents, and
drugs that he developed are in clinical trials. In recent years
he has been focusing on AAV delivered gene therapy. He was
the director at Vigene Biosciences in charge of virus produc-
tion. In ����, he Co-founded the company, AAVnerGene Inc
with the mission is to develop next generation AAV vectors
and processes to increase AAV gene therapy e�ciency. With a
revolutionary one-plasmidAAVproduction system, AAVone,
it solves AAV production bottleneck problems. With the AI
assisted AAV engineering and screening platform, ATHENA,
it can increase AAV delivery e�ciency and speci�city by hun-
dreds of folds, and thus reduce the side e�ects and cost drasti-
cally, making AAV gene therapy accessible and a�ordable.

Lingzhi Zhao, Ph.D.
VP
NeuShen Therapeutics

I serve as the Vice President VP of Discovery Biology and
Head ofGeneTherapy atNeuShenTherapeutics, with nearly
�� years of experience in CNS drug discovery. Over the past
decade, mymain focus has been on advancing AAV gene ther-
apy to tackle neurological diseases

Brian Zhou, Ph.D.
Associate Director, Lilly Venture
Eli Lilly and Company

Brian is trained in immunotoxicologybefore transitioning
into industry as a research scientist focusing on autoimmune
disorders. After spending a few years at the bench and in the

clinic, Brian transitioned into business development and ven-
ture investment.



Track Leads
Lisa B. Baskin, B.S.
SVP, Scienti�c Real Estate
Scheer Partners

Industry veteran Lisa Berger Baskin has had an impres-
sive and highly diverse ��+ year career in commercial real es-
tate that includes �� years heading her own commercial bro-
kerage and serving as General Partner for commercial redevel-
opment projects in the Philadelphia region. Focused on client
satisfaction, she has been deeply involved in a wide range of
hands-on roles from negotiating complex biotech leases, site
selection, consolidations, disposition of assets, to handling
zoning and �nancial analyses. Ms. Baskin is the Broker of
Record for Scheer Partners in the State of Delaware, holds a
broker license in Pennsylvania and spent six (�) years as Bro-
ker and Development of Leasing for an industrial conversion
project in the Inland Empire in California. Scheer Partners
(www.scheerpartners), is a full service brokerage �rm, that is
highly regarded throughout theMidAtlantic region as the “go
to” �rm for scienti�c real estate. Scheer Partners has built an
unparalleled reputation in the biotechnology, pharmaceuti-
cal, and lab-related industries for developing e�ective real es-
tate strategies and solutions to meet the unique needs of these
highly specialized companies.

Shuai Dong, Ph.D.
Sr. Manager
Sarepta Therapeutics

Over �� years of combined academic and industry expe-
rience in small/large molecule and cell/gene therapy research
and development. Expertise in oncology, rare disease, PKPD,
translational research and project leadership from discovery
to early development. Excellent communication and man-
agement skills with a track record of leadership, team build-
ing, and mentoring. Clinical pharmacology for PMOs and
gene therapies in rare diseases. Translational PKPD of large
molecules including CD�-redirectors, multispeci�c antibod-
ies, as well as cell/gene therapies including oncolytic viruses,
CAR-T/NK, PPMOs. Deep theoretical and hands-on ex-
pertise in heme-malignancies, including forward and reverse

translation of small molecule kinase inhibitors and immuno-
regulatory agents. Project team leadership in both large-
complexed and small-nimble organizations. Develop, execu-
tive strategies and deliver results with minimal guidance from
discovery to early development. Hands-on experience with
PKPD modeling and simulation using Monolix, Phoenix,
NONMEM, and R.

Long Geng, Ph.D.
Sr. Scientist, Clinical Biomarker
Moderna

Experienced biologics scientist by trainings, with a
demonstrated history of working in the pharmaceuticals in-
dustry. Skilled at ELISA, MSD, Simoa, Singulex, and Liq-
uid Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS). Strong
research professional with a M.S. focused in Bioengineering
and Biomedical Engineering from New Jersey Institute of
Technology and Ph.D. focused in Biochemical engineering
from Villanova University.

Vibha Jawa, Ph.D., FAAPS
Executive Director, Clinical
Pharmacology, Pharmacomet-
rics, Disposition & Bioanalysis
(CPPDB)
Bristol Myers Squibb

Dr. Vibha Jawa is an Executive Director for Biothera-
peutics Bioanalysis in Nonclinical Disposition and Bioanal-
ysis (NDB) organization at Bristol Myers Squibb. Vibha is
responsible for leading biotherapeutic and cell /gene ther-
apy bioanalytical (BA) function supporting DMPK and im-
munogenicity, and provide strategic and scienti�c oversight
for BMS developmental portfolio. Vibha was at Merck for
� years where she lead the Predictive and Clinical Immuno-
genicity group and at Amgen for �� years supporting Discov-
ery to Development for biotherapeutics. Vibha has ��+ years
of experience in diverse �elds of biologics , vaccine develop-
ment and gene therapy with successful support of �� + IND,
BLA and MAA �lings. Vibha is a recognized leader in Bio-
analysis and Immunogenicity with ��+ peer-reviewed publi-
cations and serves as a Reviewer and Editor for The AAPS
Journal and J. Pharm Sci. She is an active member of multi-



ple scienti�c societies and consortiums ( IQ, SC space Con-
sortium and EIP) .Within AAPS, she is Track Chair of Land
OLakes BioanalysisMeeting, Chair of theCell andGene ther-
apyBioanalysis andBiomarkerworking group , SteeringCom-
mittee member of the Therapeutic Product Immunogenicity
Community, past chair of Immunogenicity Risk Assessment
andMitigationCommunity and leads the IQConsortium for
Cell/Viral/Gene therapies. She was recognized as the AAPS
Fellow ����. Vibha is the President of Steampark a non pro�t
promoting STEM based learning in underserved communi-
ties. She also likes to mentor high school students on STEM
related projects and early career scientists in her free time.

Bill Lu, M.B.A.
Principal Consultant
Forerun Advantage

Bill Lu is the founder and principal Consultant of Fore-
run Advantage. He helps Chinese biotech companies to un-
derstandUS business culture and biotech ecosystem, establish
business operations, and connect with investors, academics,
business leaders, government o�cials, etc. Beforemoving into
biotech business consulting, he spent �� years in Emory Uni-
versity School of Medicine leading e�orts to optimize med-
ical resource utilization with Real-World Data (RWD). He
also built a clinical trial data management system for NIH-
sponsored clinical trials, as well as software for a helmet-based
sport sideline assessment of concussions and mild cognitive
impairments. Bill has volunteered at SAPA-GP since ���� and
currently serves as head of PR for SAPA-GP.

Bill graduated from Peking University in ���� with a BS
in Biochemistry. He spent the next �ve years in Beijing Med-
ical University (later merged into Peking University) teaching
molecular genetics. In ����, Bill was selected to participate
in the prestige CUSBEA (China–United States Biochemistry
Examination and Application) program and came to the US
in ����. He earnedMS inMolecular Biology from Vanderbilt
University, MS in Computer Information Systems fromKen-
nesaw State University, andMBA from Emory University.

YixuanMing, Ph.D.
Scientist
Spark Therapeutics

Yixuan is a scientist at Spark Therapeutics. He earned
his Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering at Lehigh University. Be-
fore joining Spark, he spent one year as postdoc researcher
in Biomedical Engineering at Washington University in St.
Louis.

CJ (Chunjuan) Song, Ph.D.
VP
Exegenesis Bio

Dr. CJ (Chunjuan) Song, PhD, DABT, is Vice Presi-
dent of CNS Disease Research and Pharmacology & Toxicol-
ogy at Exegenesis Bio. CJ has been a Certi�ed Diplomate of
the American Board of Toxicology since ���� and possesses
more than �� years of experience in the gene therapy �eld and
over �� years in preclinical translational work. Prior to her
current role, CJ worked as a Research Director at the Gene
Therapy Program (GTP), University of Pennsylvania, where
she led and supervised a team of scientists working on trans-
lational research aimed at developing potential therapeutics
for life-threatening diseases utilizing AAV-directed gene ther-
apy. She had worked at Applied Genetic Technologies Cor-
poration (AGTC), where she led a team in Target Validation
and In Vivo Pharmacology and Toxicology. CJ earned a B.S.
in Biology from Nankai University and a Ph.D. degree from
Iowa State University with co-majors in Genetics and Neuro-
science. Afterwards, she completed a postdoctoral fellowship
in the University of Florida, where she conducted research on
age-relatedmacular degeneration and neuroin�ammatory dis-
eases. Dr. Song has published over �� peer-reviewed research
articles and chapters in the �eld’s preeminent journals and has
served as an editor, guest editor, and reviewer for a list of rep-
utable journals.

Mitra Tavakkoli, M.D.,
Pharm.D.
Sr. Clinical Consultant
Independent Sr. Clinical Con-
sultant

Experienced Clinical Development physician with more
than �� years of experience in early and late phase development
in gene therapy, cell therapy and rare diseases. • Former Inter-
nal Medicine Therapeutic Area Head at Spark Therapeutics
• Former VP of Clinical Development at Avro Bio • Former
Head ofNeurodevelopmentDisease andGenetic epilepsies at



TayshaGeneTherapies • Former VP ofClinical Development
at �D Molecular Therapeutics • Rare Disease Gene Therapy
Consultant: Academia and Industry

Huize Yan, M.S.
Process Development Scientist
Spark Therapeutics

Huize is the Upstream Process Development Scientist at
Spark Therapeutics, a member of the Roche Group. Prior
to Spark, Huize had worked at WuXi Advanced Therapies, a
global CDMO for cell and gene therapy, leadingmultiple viral
vector manufacturing projects including a commercial prod-
uct (Lentivirus for Breyanzi®) and alsoAdherent �.�platform
development. She earned the master’s degree from Columbia
University with research background on non-viral gene deliv-
ery andnanodrug system for immunediseases. Huize has been
an active member of SAPA-GP community and served as the
co-lead of Entrepreneurship Session in ����CGT conference
and theTrack lad for theCMCTrack. This year, she continues
to serve as the track lead for the CMCTrack.



Session Chairs
Matt Cabrey, B.A.
Director
Ideas x Innovation Network
(i�n)

A strategic, innovative leader who inspires creativity and
action, Matt Cabrey (Kay-Bree) has established a record of
successes over a diverse career in the nonpro�t, biopharma-
ceuticals, �nancial services, business, media, and public rela-
tions sectors. As a results-oriented executive with regional, na-
tional, and global experience, Matt’s positive approach deliv-
ers solutions for complex issues through business and com-
munications strategies. Matt has traveled to more than ��
cities in �� countries, helped to open business operations and
supported business growth in three countries, organized and
hosted numerous international business delegations, and de-
veloped and implemented dozens of community engagement
projects. As Director of the Ideas x Innovation Network
(i�n), Matt Cabrey (Kay-Bree) leads the team of highly en-
gaged sta� and volunteers who are helping startup compa-
nies, entrepreneurs, and innovators from across southeastern
Pennsylvania – and nationally and globally – transform their
ideas from concept to commercialization. Matt is responsi-
ble for overall management of i�n, including engagement of
our i�n Partners, which consists of corporate, university, busi-
ness, civic and community organizations; and our i�n En-
trepreneurs, which consists of early-stage startups as well as
established creators and innovators, primarily in the Tech and
MedTech sectors. He is also an entrepreneur, having founded
Growing Greater LLC, a strategic business growth and com-
munications advisory �rm. Matt created and co-produced
the Emmy-award winning television show Growing Greater
Philadelphia with NBC��, and more than ��� episodes of the
Growing Greater podcast. Matt previously led Select Greater
Philadelphia, a regional business attraction marketing organi-
zation focused on growing the economic vibrancy of the ��-
county community by attracting new businesses, jobs and tal-
ent. He has held roles with Shire plc, PNC Bank, Keystone
Mercy Health Plan, the American Red Cross, and CBS Ra-
dio. A frequent speaker, moderator and advisor, Matt has ap-
peared on numerous media outlets discussing topics ranging
frombusiness growth and economic issues to clinical trials and
pharmacovigilance, and more.

A graduate of Penn State University, Matt earned a BA
in journalism with a minor in sociology. He has traveled to
more than �� cities in �� countries, supported business oper-

ations and growth in three countries, and has organized and
hosted numerous regional, national and international busi-
ness initiatives and delegations. A proud native of Philadel-
phia’s Overbrook neighborhood, Matt and his family live in
Chester County, PA.

Zhiyi Cui, Ph.D.
Associate Director, DMPK
Modeling
GSK

Zhiyi Cui earned her Bachelor of Science degree in
Biomedical Engineering from the Sichuan University in
China and a doctorate degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences
from the University of Houston in ���� focusing on pharma-
cokinetics/pharmacodynamics (PK/PD) in pregnant sheep
model. She is currently working as a PBPK/PD modeler in
DMPK modeling group of GSK (Collegeville, PA, USA) for
discovery projects support in multiple therapeutic areas in-
cluding Immunology, Oncology and InfectiousDisease. Prior
to her current role at GSK, she was a Senior Scientist in
the Translational Modeling & Simulation group at AbbVie
(North Chicago, IL, USA) where she supported oncology
programs in discovery and early development as a DMPK rep-
resentative and a modeling scientist. Zhiyi has extensive phar-
maceutical industry experience specializing in translational
PKPD and PBPK modeling. She is a current member of the
American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS)
and Target Protein Pro�ling Working Group at IQ Consor-
tium.

Jake Dong, Ph.D.
Scientist, Cell Therapy
Johnson & Johnson Innovative
Medicine

Dr. Guangyu (Jake) Dong is a CAR-T Scientist at the
Cell Therapy Department of Johnson & Johnson Innova-
tive Medicine Research and Development, LLC. He is cur-
rently working on developing next generation iPSC derived
allogeneic CAR-T cell therapies. Dr. Dong has over seven
years of biopharmaceutics industrial experience on drug dis-
covery and development at Janssen Research and Develop-



ment, LLC (JNJ) supporting and contributing to JNJ bio-
therapeutics pipelines includingTREMFYA®, STELARA®,
nipocalimab, RYBREVANT® (EGFRxMET), TECVAYLI®
(CD�xBCMA) and CARVYKTI ®, etc. Previously, Dr.
Dong has seven years research experience at University of
Pennsylvania where he was lab manager and associate faculty.
His research interestwas focused on transcriptional regulation
of in�ammation in innate and adaptive immune response.
Dr. Dong received his PhD degree in T cell biology from
Ben-GurionUniversity, Israel and conducted his postdoctoral
training in Immunology at University of Pennsylvania. He
served as Scienti�c Discovery track lead in SAPA-GPAC����
(Annual Conference).

Austin Duke, Ph.D.
Managing Director
BroadOak Capital Partners

Austin Duke is a Managing Director at BroadOak where
he primarily leads and supports the �rm’s venture capital and
early-stage investments. Prior to joiningBroadOak,Austin led
healthcare venture capital investments for UnityPoint Health
Ventures. He has led investments and served on the board of
directors for a diverse set of companies operating across health-
care sectors. Previously, Austin served as Chief ScienceO�cer
for a neuromodulation company.

Yu-Chih Hsu, Ph.D.
Director, Bioassay Development
and QC
UPenn GTP

Jay serves as a director of the bioassay development and
QC at Gene Therapy Program in UPenn. His recent studies
focused on di�erent bioassay development in analytical sci-
ence department for stability and release testing. In UPenn,
he developed a cell screening system to identify a suitable cell
line for each serotype to improveAAVtransduction rate. Prior
to joining GTP, Jay spent one year and six years at Wuxi and
GSKonmultiple analytical science projects includingbioassay
development for small molecules and antibodies, automated
bioassay, immunoassay development and validation. He com-
pleted his postdoc training in Eli Lilly and Company and re-
ceived his Ph.D. in biochemistry at SUNY, Bu�alo.

Sima S. Kulkarni, J.D., M.S.
Special Counsel
DuaneMorris

Sima concentrates on intellectual property law, focusing
on patents, trademarks, copyrights and trade secrets. She
counsels clients in all aspects of IPmatters, including strategic
IP portfolio development, patent prosecution, trademarks, li-
censing and commercialization. Her clients include biotech,
healthcare, life science and pharmaceutical companies ranging
in size from emerging growth and start-ups, to multinational
global corporations and academic institutions. Prior to work-
ing as an IP attorney, Sima worked at the Ronald McDon-
ald Cancer Research Center in the Pediatric and Hematology
Laboratory, utilizing molecular biology and protein puri�ca-
tion techniques to identify antigenic markers.

Sima specializes in patent prosecution, from drafting to
examination. She works closely with inventors to optimize
coverage for inventive technologies, focusing on both broad
and nuanced aspects of the invention’s novelty and nonobvi-
ousness. She develops prosecution strategies that enable uni-
form argumentation across international patent o�ces, and
coordinates patent coverage to accurately correspond to the
ultimate commercial product as it advances fromR&D stages
to the marketplace. She also assists clients with transactions
such as MTAs, tech transfer, and joint development agree-
ments involving IP.

Sima obtained her Law degree from the University of
Georgia School of Law, her Master’s degree in Biology from
Georgia State University, and her Bachelor’s degrees in Bi-
ology and Philosophy from Emory University. She is a fre-
quent speaker on topics related to intellectual property and
the life sciences industry with a focus on cell and gene therapy.
In Spring ���� Sima was selected to the Metro Philadelphia
AAPI Power Players List.

Yan G. Ni, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Passage bio

Dr. Yan Ni is an Executive Director of Biomarkers and
Precision Medicine at Passage Bio. The Biomarkers and Pre-
cision Medicine team is responsible for the overall biomarker
strategic planning and execution for all clinical and preclini-



cal programs in the Passage Bio drug development portfolio.
Before Passage Bio, Yanwas anAssociateDirector at the Preci-
sionMedicine Group of Regeneron Pharmaceuticals and was
responsible for clinical biomarker planning and implementa-
tion for multiple disease areas from First-in-human to phase
III. Yan also worked in the BioAnalytical Sciences Depart-
ment at Bristol-Myers Squibb for �ve years, where her team
provided biomarker assay development, validation, and out-
sourcing support for the clinical pipeline. Her industry career
started at Merck Research Laboratories at Rahway, New Jer-
sey.

Yan actively volunteers for the American Association of
Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) and is a co-founding mem-
ber of the AAPS Biomarkers and Precision Medicine Com-
munity and theGene andCell Therapeutic ProductCommu-
nities. She is an inventor of several patents and is recognized
for her expertise in clinical biomarker development and trans-
lational science. Yan receives her PhD in Neuroscience from
University of California, Irvine, and holds aMaster of Science
degree from the Institute of BasicMedical Sciences in Beijing.

Jingwen Niu, Ph.D.
Principal Investigator
AlphaThera

PhD in Cell Biology and Developmental Neuroscience,
with a professional background in Spinal cord development,
AAV gene therapy, injury and neurodegeneration& regenera-
tion, etc.

Marcia Z. O’Connor, M.S.
CEO& Founder
The O’Connor Group

Marcia Zaruba O’Connor is the CEO and Founder of
TheO’ConnorGroup, a leading provider ofOutsourcedHu-
man Resources and Talent Acquisition solutions based in
King of Prussia, PA, Raleigh NC and soon Tampa, FL.

The O’Connor Group started in ���� and currently
has over seventy-�ve employees around the country. Our
main areas of focus are the Professional Services, Life Sci-
ences/Healthcare, Information Technology andManufactur-
ing sectors.

In ���� alone, The O’Connor Group was fortunate to be
the recipient of the Inc. ����FastestGrowingBusinesses, The
Philadelphia Business Journals’ Best Places toWork andMost
Admired CEO awards, The Inquirer’s Soaring ��, Philadel-
phia Titan ���, and the Entrepreneurs Forum Philly ���
awards.

Currently, Marcia is the President for the Entrepreneur
Organization, Philadelphia Chapter. The O’Connor Group
is also a Certi�edWomen’s Business Enterprise.

Marcia loves helping entrepreneurs and in ���� rolled
out a new initiative speci�cally geared to start up female en-
trepreneurs called ShadowHer.

Bryan Tsao, Ph.D.
Manager, Life Science &
Healthcare Initiatives
Chamber of Commerce for
Greater Philadelphia

Bryan’s role at the Chamber of Commerce for Greater
Philadelphia aims to support and grow the life sciences ecosys-
tem through regional economic development. Bryan has ��
years of academic research experience in cancer biology. Af-
ter graduating with a Bachelor’s in Cell Biology from Uni-
versity of Kansas, Bryan obtained his Ph.D. in Biomedical
Sciences from Penn State University College of Medicine in
����. His thesis focused on the roles of DNA polymerases
and the mechanisms of carcinogenesis during oncogene acti-
vation. As apostdoc atRutgersNewJerseyMedical School, he
studied the various tools used during analytical development
of cell therapies. For this work, he received a NSF award for
the National I-Corps training program and learned about en-
trepreneurship and business development in the industry. He
also works as the Program Director for BioStrategy Partners,
an academic consortium that aims to enable commercializa-
tion of academic inventions. He manages a practical knowl-
edge series panel on commercialization, acts as one of the Co-
ordinator for the Keystone Innovation Zone tax credit pro-
gram, and administers a small-scale grant funding program to
de-risk early-stage technologies.

Lili Wang, Ph.D.
Former Research Director
University of Pennsylvania

Dr. Lili Wang is a research associate professor and a re-



search director at theGeneTherapyProgram at theUniversity
of Pennsylvania. She has been in the �eld AAV gene therapy
for over �� years with extensive experience in the development
of in vivo gene therapy for rare genetic diseases, including vec-
tor design & vector optimization, preclinical vector produc-
tion, in vivo gene therapy in small and large animal models.
Several of the preclinical programs she led have advanced to
phase I - III clinical trials. Over the past � years, she has ex-
panded her research interest to in vivo genome editing with
CRISPR/Cas� and meganuclease and demonstrated e�cacy
of in vivo genome editing/gene targeting as novel treatment
approaches for liver metabolic diseases in mouse models and
nonhuman primates. In her talk, she will discuss her work on
developing AAV gene therapy and in vivo genome editing to
treat metabolic diseases in liver, such as OTC de�ciency.

Michele Washko, M.B.A.,
M.A.
CEO
Life Sciences Greenhouse In-
vestments

Michele Washko served as Vice President, Strategic
Services, for Life Sciences Greenhouse Investments (LS-
GPA.com) from ���� until ���� and returned to the organiza-
tion in ���� to take on the role of President and CEO. In the
interim, she worked for Geisinger Health System’s Institute
for AdvancedApplication; founded Life Science Innovations,
a boutique consulting �rm; and served as COO, then CEO,
of Respana Therapeutics, Inc. Ms. Washko holds a BA from
Emory University, and anMBA from Penn State University.

Xinjun Zhang, Ph.D.
Associate Principal Scientist
Merck

XinjunZhang currently is anAssociate Principal Scientist
in Neuroscience Discovery Department at Merck. Since join-
ingMerck in ����, he hasworkedon identifying and validating
new drug targets for neuropsychiatric and neurodegenerative
diseases, developing novel electrophysiological and molecular
platforms to support neuroscience drug discovery. He is also
a lead at Merck West Point LINK (Leveraging Internal Net-
works & Knowledge) team. Xinjun was a research associate
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center previously. His
research focused on studying the functional connectivity and

organization during neural development. He has published
more than �� research papers in top-tier journals. Xinjun re-
ceived his PhD in neurobiology from Fudan University. Xin-
jun is also an enthusiastic volunteer servingmultiple organiza-
tion to plan and coordinate events on pharmaceutical science
and healthcare communications among di�erent institutions.
He led the SAPA-GP ����Annual Conference.

Ying Zhou, Ph.D., M.B.A.
Analytical Program Steward
Teva Pharmaceuticals

Ying is an experienced analytical project manager within
theBiologicsCMCorganization atTeva Pharmaceuticals. She
started her career as a Ph.D. research scientist, interfacing be-
tween amatrix teamof analytical scientists and internal clients
in Biologics CMC to ensure timely data/analytics delivery.
Her responsibilities have since expanded to regulatory �lings
(US, EU, and international markets), cross-functional tech-
nical collaboration within and outside CMC, CMC stage
gate development/execution, international technology trans-
fer, and vendor management. Ying also sits in the joint CMC
team for several partnership products/projects and provides
analytical expertise to support these partnerships.

Peixin Zhu, Ph.D.
VP, Editing Development
Verve Therapeutics

Peixin is the VP of Editing Development of Verve Ther-
apeutics (NASDQ: VERV); Peixin was the VP of R&D of
Tevard Biosciences; VP of Discovery Research of LogicBio
(NASDQ: LOGC, now AstraZeneca). Prior to the above
roles, Peixin Zhu led multiple teams at the Novartis Insti-
tutes for Biomedical Research; Applied Genetic Technologies
Corp. (NASDQ: AGTC; now Syncona); and Exegenesis Bio
Inc.



Leadership Team
LuWang, Ph.D., M.B.A.,
P.M.P.
Director
Spark Therapeutics

Lu is the Director of CMC Process Development in the
Technology Development organization at Spark Therapeu-
tics, where she worked since ����. Prior to joining the Spark
team, she accumulated �� years of experience at Teva Phar-
maceuticals and Bristol Myers Squibb. After earning her
Ph.D. in Biochemical Engineering fromMcMaster University
in Canada, Lu also expanded her expertise by working at the
Paci�cNorthwestNational Laboratory. In ����, she obtained
herMBA fromPenn StateUniversity, further augmenting her
strategic leadership skills.

Lu has been an active volunteer with the Sino-American
Pharmaceutical Professionals Association - Greater Philadel-
phia (SAPA GP) since ����. She has served on the organiz-
ing committee of the annual conference, hosted conference
sessions, and transitioned to lead the Cell and Gene Therapy
(CGT) section in ����. Additionally, she has been elected as
the President-elect for the ����-���� term.

Yufeng Li, Ph.D.
Director, Clinical Scientist
Vivace

Yufeng Li, PhD, serving as Director of Clinical Science at
Vivace Therapeutics based in Philadelphia, PA. Yufeng gradu-
ated from Shanghai Jiao Tong University, and obtained PhD
training at UTMDAnderson Cancer Center at Houston, fo-
cusing on cancer immunology and immunotherapy. Subse-
quently, he spent many years at GSK to discover and develop
medicines for cancer patients. Prior to Vivace, Yufeng has also
served other biotech companies (Ascentage, Transcenta, Qilu
Pharma) to oversee their US and global clinical programs.

Yufeng is active in community-based volunteer activi-
ties, including serving important roles in organizations such
as Sino-American Pharmaceutical Professionals Association
– Greater Philadelphia (SAPA-GP). He has established the
Pharma���° training program. Yufeng is the president elected
for SAPA-GP for ����-�� term.

Tao Niu, Ph.D.
Director, Quantitative Clinical
Pharmacology
Sarepta Therapeutics

Tao Niu has extensive experience in clinical & quantita-
tive pharmacology for rare genetic diseases, particularly in viral
and non-viral in vivo gene therapy. He is currently a director
of quantitative clinical pharmacology (QCP) at Sarepta Ther-
apeutics and leads the QCP e�orts for ELEVIDYS (delandis-
trogenemoxeparvovec), the �rst and only approved gene ther-
apy for DuchenneMuscular Dystrophy. Prior to Sarepta, Tao
held positions with increasing responsibilities at Vertex Phar-
maceuticals, P�zer, and Merck. He represents Sarepta Ther-
apeutics in the IQ consortium clinical pharmacology leader-
ship group, immunogenicity working group, and nucleic acid
working group. Tao holds a PhD in pharmaceutics fromUni-
versity of Houston, an MS in pharmacometrics from Univer-
sity of Maryland.

Fang Shen, Ph.D.
VP, Target Biology
Immunome

Fang Shen, PhD, has more than �� years of industry expe-
rience in drug discovery and translational research. Fang cur-
rently served as VP of Target Biology at Immunome, where he
leads biology team to identify and understand tumor associ-
ated antigens as novel targets to treat cancers. Before joining
Immunome, he was Associate Scienti�c Director at Janssen
R&D, where he led a cross-coast research team to develop
novel therapeutics to treat autoimmune diseases and cancer.
Prior to Janssen R&D, he had a successful career in the Im-
munologyDepartment atGenentech. Fang earned his PhD in
Immunological Pharmacology at Peking Union Medical Col-
lege & Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences in China. He
then performed post-doctoral work at Dr. Sarah Ga�en’s lab
in theUniversity of Bu�alo, where he contributed to decipher
IL-�� function and IL-�� receptor signal transduction.



Saisi Xue, Ph.D.
Principal Scientist, Drug Prod-
uct Development
Bristol Myers Squibb

Saisi Xue is a seasoned technical lead with years of in-
dustrial experience in Analytical R&D, cGMP, and CMC for
chemical and biological molecules in multiple dosage forms.
Her current role is the Principal Scientist at Bristol Myers
Squibb, where she serves as a drug product analytical lead in
the Oral Product Development team. Before joining BMS,
Saisi worked inNovelstar pharmaceuticals, where she led end-
to-end analytical research and development, GMP support
and IVIVC modeling for several ���(b)(�) and ANDA prod-
ucts, and supported CMC regulatory �lings. Before Novel-
star, Saisi worked in the CMC division of Frontage Laborato-
ries. Saisi received her Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from
Michigan State University. Her research focused on under-
standing the plant cell-wall recalcitrance to improve lignocel-
lulosic biore�nery by characterizing non-cellulosic carbohy-
drates and lignin-derived metabolites structures.

Yang Yuan, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Jazz Pharmaceuticals

Yang Yuan is Associate Director in Nonclinical Re-
search& Development at Jazz Pharmaceuticals. She works as
a nonclinical team lead in global drug discovery and devel-
opment team. She also serves as Subject Matter Expert on
Due Diligence teams at Jazz Pharmaceuticals. Prior to joining
Jazz, she worked as Senior Principal Scientist at Bristol Myers
Squibb and DuPont/FMC as technical leader in global reg-
ulatory sciences group with increasing responsibilities. Yang
has received her Ph.D. in medicinal chemistry from College
of Pharmacy, University of Illinois Chicago. Yang is currently
pursuing MBA for executive at the Wharton School, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. She also holds a MS in Pharmacometrics
fromUniversity ofMaryland. She has served SAPA-GP Presi-
dent in ����-����.



Advisory Committee
Haichen Yang, M.D.,
M.B.A., M.A.
VP, Clinical Research
Amicus Therapeutics

Dr. Yang is the Co-chair of the Advisory Committee for
the ���� Philly CGT Conference and a former SAPA-GP
President (����-��). She is an accomplished pharmaceutical
executive with �� years of experience in neurology, psychiatry,
pain, and metabolic disorders. She has led successful global
clinical development programs, resulting in new drug and in-
dication approvals, including Fycompa®, Keppra®, and Lu-
vox CR®.

Dr. Yang is Vice President of Clinical Research at Ami-
cus Therapeutics, overseeing small molecule and gene therapy
clinical programs. Previously, shewasVice President at ICON
plc, providing strategic consulting, acting as Chief Medical
O�cer, and conducting due diligence for investors. She has
also worked for Eli Lilly, Solvay, UCB, and Eisai.

Dr. Yang has authored � book chapters, ��+ peer-
reviewed articles, ���+ conference posters, and several indus-
try articles. She is a frequent speaker, holds committee mem-
berships inmultiple drugdevelopment societies, and is a board
member of aUS investment�rm. Dr. Yang earned hermedical
degree from Peking University, a Master in molecular biology
from Indiana University, and an MBA from Temple Univer-
sity Fox School of Business.

Jing Yang, Ph.D.
Chief Scienti�c O�cer
BaseCure Therapeutics

Jing Yang, PhD, Chief Scienti�c O�cer, Founder and
Board Director, BaseCure Therapeutics Jing is currently the
CSO, Founder andBoardDirector of BaseCureTherapeutics.
She is responsible for the development and execution of busi-
ness plan and plays a key role in business partnership and fund
raising of the company. Within � years, Jing led the develop-
ment of proprietary siRNA platform technologies and rapid
progression of the research pipeline to IND stage. Previously
served at Centocor, J&J and Bristol Myers Squibb for over ��
years, Jing is recognized as an accomplished drug hunter with

extensive experience leading cardiovascular discovery research
teams. Her expertise spans from small molecules to biologics
and stem cells. Jing also held a number of leadership roles in
Corporate and Non-Pro�t Organizations, most notably serv-
ing as Board Member of SAPA (����), Global Lead of Pan
Asian Network at Bristol-Myers Squibb (����-����) and Pres-
ident of SAPA-GP (����-����).

Jim Fendrick, B.S.
President & CEO
Rockland Immunochemicals

With over �� years of experience in the biotechnology in-
dustry, I currently lead Rockland Immunochemicals, Inc. as
the President &CEO and chairman of the Board of Directors
for the organization. Throughout my tenure, I have led the
company in its growth as a global biotechnology company that
specializes in life science research tools and contract research
services, positioning Rockland as a leading expert in antibody
and assay development.

Rockland is a global biotechnology company focusing on
life science research tools and contract research. Rockland
conceives and produces reagents involved in cancer and other
molecular signaling pathways, which are incorporated into
immunoassays for the detection of biomarkers for various dis-
eases. Partneringwith leading government, academic, andbio-
pharma institutions throughoutNorthAmerica, Europe, and
Asia is a cornerstone of Rockland’s success.

Frederick Jones, M.D.,
M.B.A.
Partner
BioAdvance

Dr Jones has over �� years of experience as an academic
physician, biopharma executive and venture investor. He has
served on the boards of numerous companies. He is currently
a Partner at BioAdvance, an early stage biotech venture in-
vestor focused on the Mid-Atlantic region.



Operating Committee
Namila FNU, Ph.D.
Scientist, Downstream Process
Development
Spark Therapeutics

Namila is a Downstream Process Development Scientist
at Spark Therapeutics. Namila obtained her PhD in Biomedi-
cal Engineering from the University of Arkansas. Before join-
ing SparkTherapeutics, sheworked atWuxi Biologics Vaccine
Downstream process development.

Yifan Gong, M.S.
PhD student
Temple University

Yifan is a doctoral candidate at School of Pharmacy, Tem-
ple University. His skills include animal in vivo study, drug
metabolism, ADME, Mathematical Modeling, and LC-MS.
Yifan obtained hisMaster of Science fromTemple University.

Dian He, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Holy Family University

Education: Ph.D, Organic Chemistry, The Ohio State
University; MS, Analytical Chemistry, Marshall University;
BS, Chemistry, Zhongshan University. Research Interests:
Molecular Dynamics

Shuo Huang, Ph.D.
Scientist II
Carisma Therapeutics

Dr. Shuo Huang, as Scientist II at Carisma Therapeu-
tics, plays a pivotal role in advancing projects centered on
mRNA/LNP in vivo CAR-M therapy for metastatic solid tu-
mors. These endeavors stem from collaborative e�orts be-
tweenCarismaTherapeutics andModerna. Dr. Huang spear-
heads the utilization of multicolor �ow cytometry readouts,
crucial for assessing CAR expression, immune cell composi-
tion, and cell phenotypes and functions. Moreover, she is
instrumental in developing diverse in vivo tumor models to
showcase e�cacy and actively contributes to IND studies. Dr.
Shuo Huang obtained her Ph.D. from the Pathobiology and
Molecular Medicine graduate program at the University of
Cincinnati, where her research delved into elucidating the
function of myeloid cells in combating fungal infections us-
ing mouse models.

Haichen Nie, Ph.D.
Associate Director
Teva Pharmaceuticals

Haichen Nie works for Teva Pharmaceuticals as an As-
sociate Director, leading a team that develops formulations
for biologic drug products and evaluates the application of
novel excipients in various dosage forms. Before joining Teva,
Haichen worked at Merck & Co. and AbbVie Inc., focus-
ing on formulation and process development. He received
his Ph.D. from the Department of Industrial and Physical
Pharmacy at PurdueUniversity andpossesses extensive experi-
ence in preclinical development, formulation and process op-
timization, and commercial manufacturing.

Specializing in physicochemical characterization, spectro-
scopic analysis, and the development of oral and sterile drug
products, Haichen has authored over �� peer-reviewed publi-
cations in pharmaceutical journals and has been granted sev-
eral patents, starting in ����. Haichen alsoworks as an adjunct
Associate Professor at Purdue University College of Phar-
macy, teaching both PharmD and PhD students on dosage
forms, physical pharmacy, and pharmaceutical solids.

As a volunteer, he is an EO member of SAPA-GP, lead-
ing outreach and engagement e�orts. He serves as a mem-
ber of the Editorial Advisory Boards of AAPS PharmSciTech,
DrugDevelopment and Industrial Pharmacy, and the Journal
of Pharmaceutical Sciences. In addition, he is an expert com-
mitteemember for theUS Pharmacopeia and has served as the
chair of the AAPS excipient community since ����. In ����,



Haichen received the IPECHenkDe Jong IndustrialResearch
Achievement Award in Excipient Technology in recognition
of his contributions to excipient technology and the innova-
tive use of excipients in pharmaceutical sciences.

Patricia Y. Tsao, Ph.D., M.D.
Chief Operating O�cer and
Scienti�c Director
CytoEX Inc.

Patricia Tsao, MD, PhD is the Chief Operating O�cer
and Scienti�c Director of CytoEX Inc., a Contract Research
Organization specializing in Flow Cytometry.

A crucial part of her responsibilities includes overseeing
the operation and research e�orts to meet both scienti�c and
strategic standards. This encompasses �ow cytometry project
planning consultations, sample preparation, panel design, sur-
face and intracellular staining, bulk or single-cell sorting, and
data acquisition, analysis, and interpretation.

An immunologist with over �� years of experience in ba-
sic, translational, and clinical research, Dr. Tsao’s expertise ex-
tends to overseeing operations at a startup CRO, a university
Immunology Core facility, a Rare Disease Research Center,
andCARTCellTherapy andAutoimmunity research labora-
tories. Her demonstrated success includes increasing revenue,
eliminating de�cits, and generating pro�ts. She excels in set-
ting upnew facilities andmanaging e�ective day-to-day opera-
tions. Well-regarded by colleagues, clients, and employees, her
leadership approach involves shaping and aligningwith the or-
ganization’s vision, payingmeticulous attention to detail, and
maintaining a commitment to operational excellence, driving
both scienti�c progress and organizational success.

Hui Wang, Ph.D.
Head, US Business Development
Genevoyager

Hui is theHead ofUSBusinessDevelopment atGenevoy-
ager. Hui has been the co-chair, business development of
SAPA-GP since ����. She obtained her Ph.D. from The Uni-
versity of Edinburgh.

Ruixi Wang, Ph.D., M.S.
Scientist
Spark Therapeutics

Ruixi is a Downstream Process Development Scientist at
Spark Therapeutics and Instructional Associate for Introduc-
tion toQuantumComputing atGeorgia Institute ofTechnol-
ogy. He earned his Ph.D. in Chemistry at Wayne State Uni-
versity, and M.S in Computer Science at Georgia Institute of
Technology.

Sherry Wang, M.S.
Logisitics Lead
SAPA-GP

A long time volunteer with SAPA-GP for more than a
decade, currently leading the logistics function in the organi-
zation

JinWen, Ph.D.
Sr. Scientist
Spark Therapeutics

Jin is an accomplished technical leadwith extensive indus-
trial experience in Analytical CMC for biological molecules
and AAV. Currently, she is a Senior Scientist at Spark Thera-
peutics, where she leads the development of mass spectrome-
try methods, supporting AAV process development, product
characterization, tech transfer, and regulatory �lings. Before
joining Spark, Jinwas aMass Spectrometry SubjectMatter Ex-
pert and Analytical Development Project Lead at Teva Phar-
maceuticals. She earned her Ph.D. in Chemistry from The
Ohio State University, specializing in designing combinatorial
peptide libraries for drug discovery and cyclic penetrating pep-
tide design for intracellular delivery.
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Shared and private wet labs outfitted with
state-of-the-art equipment
Office and coworking solutions with a
wide range of included amenities
Programs and services that help startups
and entrepreneurs grow
Community events that cultivate
collaboration among local innovators

CIC Philadelphia operates one of the largest
shared lab spaces in the United States. 
No matter how your team likes to work, we
offer customizable labs and workspace with
flexible terms.

CIC PHILADELPHIA  3675 Market Street Philadelphia, PA 19104 USA

Book a
tour now

SHARED LABS

PRIVATE OFFICES

PRIVATE LABS

COWORKING

We create the most
vibrant innovation
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From cleanroom services to proactive equipment 
maintenance, we understand how to care for your 
specialized infrastructure. With more than 25 years 
of experience helping life science companies to 
optimize their productivity, maintain compliance, 
and drive innovation, ABM is here to ensure that your 
facility supports your goals.

• Cleanroom Services
• HVAC & Mechanical
• Electrical Services

• Construction Cleaning
• Integrated Facility Services
• And more

Facility care 
down to a science

©2024 ABM Industries Inc.  All rights reserved.

Visit ABM.com/LifeSciences or call 
866.624.1520 to speak with our experts.

©2024 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. All rights reserved. Bristol-Myers Squibb Company is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer – M/F/Veteran/Disability/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity.

At Bristol Myers Squibb, the work you do will help people 
prevail over serious diseases. This isn’t easy work, but it 
is uniquely interesting. This is where you will rewrite the 
rules, solve the toughest challenges, and create miracles.
It may just transform your career.

Learn more at careers.bms.com

Scan QR code
and click Register.

Join our talent
community!

This is where transformations happen.



  

Innovative Solutions for Safe and 
Effective Delivery of Your Therapies
As your strategic partner, Frontage supports the development 
of your biologics, gene and cell therapy products by offering 
the capacity and scalability to accelerate your program to the 
necessary product regulatory filing.

•  Protein Characterization for Biologics
•  Analytical Services for Biologics and Gene Therapies
•  Method Development, Qualification, Validation and Transfer
•  GMP Release and Stability Testing for Biologics Products
•  Cell Banking and Cell Line Characterization
•  Plasmid DNA Testing

Visit us at frontagelab.com/contact-us
frontagelab.com | sales@frontagelab.com
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Gene Editing Reagents
GMP-Grade AccuBaseTM Base Editor
GMP-Grade Cas9 Protein
Cas9 ELISA Kit
Cas12a Protein
GMP-Grade MaxNucleaseTM

AAV Titration ELISA Kits

Cell Therapy Reagents
MHC Monomers & Tetramers
Peptide-Ready MHCs
HLA-G & LILRBs
Custom Soluble TCR Expression
Laminin 521
Cytokines

mRNA Production Enzymes
GMP-Grade T7 RNA Polymerase
Restriction Endonucleases
RNase R
RNase H
T4 RNA Ligase
MDA5 dsRNA Quanti!cation Kit

O"-the-shelf products | Next-day shipping support@kactusbio.us | kactusbio.com

Unlock your cell and gene therapy 
potential with quality recombinant 
proteins, enzymes, and ELISA kits.

3000+ Catalog 
Products

Optimized 
E xpression 

Systems

Activ it y 
Testing

cGMP 
Manufactur ing

ISO13485 
Cer ti!ed

FDA Drug Master 
F i les



  

Private & Shared options for housing &
procedure space 
Complete animal husbandry, veterinary, and
regulatory compliance oversight services 
Customize your space with special equipment 

Full-service Vivarium Space for
Preclinical Rodent Studies

Accelerate Cell & Gene Research 
in a Mispro Contract Vivarium

26%
of Mispro clients
are pursuing Cell
& Gene Therapy

targetsOwn Your Science.
Scan here to
learn more &
connect with

our team!



 

 

 

"One-Stop" Reagent and CRO Service Provider

Featured Products

CRO Service Platform

IL2 IL17 Noggin

IL4 GM-CSF IL18

Cytokines &
Growth Factors

CD25 ERBB2 EGFR
C-KIT CD20 PSMA

Antibody
Therapeutic Agents

GPRC5D
EpCAM CLEC12A ROR1

GPC3 ICAM1

T cell

CAR

CD19

Cancer cell

CAR-T Cell
Therapy Targets

SARS-CoV-2 RSV HIV
HPV HBV ZikaEbola

Viral Antigen
Bank

Sino Biological US Inc. 
Tel: +1-215-583-7898     

For Products: order_us@sinobiologicalus.com
For CRO: cro_us@sinobiologicalus.com

600+ ELISA Kits47,000+ Genes8,000+ Proteins 14,000+ Antibodies

Recombinant Protein 
Expression Services

Recombinant Antibody 
Production Services

Monoclonal Antibody 
Development Services

Polyclonal Antibody 
Development Services

sinobiological.com
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@PHILLY CELL 
AND GENE THERAPY
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

We are proud to support the 2024

@PHILLY CELL 
AND GENE THERAPY



Map 

Save the date for our next flagship event SAPA-GP 2025 Annual conference - 
Evolving Landscape of Biopharma: Charting the Course from Discovery to Commercialization 

Contact sapagp@sapa-gp.org if you are interested in learning more.

15 March 2025
Sheraton Valley Forge Hotel

480 N Gulph Rd, King of Prussia, PA 19406


